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Survey of | Peter through Revelation
Small Group or Personal Study Course
Introduction

Thisisasmadl group Bible study course to help you grow in your understanding of the books
of | Peter through Revelation. This study will be most effective as you get together with asmall group
to share the answers that each of you has written in your persond study. Thiscan dso beused asa
persona study course to help you grow in your understanding of the books of | Peter through Revela
tion. This courseis designed to help you grow in three ways. Throughout the course you will reed a
paragraph to help you grow in your knowledge of the versesthat you will be reading. After each
paragraph you will usudly have three questions. These three questions will focus on three things:
Knowledge, Understanding and Application.

The firgt question will ask you to find the answer to some question in the verses that you are
reading. This question isto help you pick out a key fact in those verses to help you grow in your
knowledge of those verses. The answer to this question will usudly be found in the verses as you read
them.

The second question will ask you a question that will help you to think through the versesto
understand the meaning of the group of verses being discussed. Asyou read this question, pray that
the Lord will give you understanding of the passage as well as knowledge of the facts.

The third question will ask you a question that will help you to apply what you have learned
from those verses both to your own and to your service for Chrigt. It is aswe understand and apply
the Scripture to our lives that the Lord redly begins to change and transform our lives.

At the end of each lesson there will be an opportunity to write down something that you have
learned for your own life through the study of those verses. Our prayer isthat as you work through
these lessons that three things will happen in your life;

1. Firgt, you will grow in your knowledge of the Bible.
2. Second, you will grow in your understanding of the verses that you have studied.
3. Third, you will learn how to apply the Word of God to your life.

The basic materid in each of these lessons was origindly written in one of Sx Bible Survey
texts written between 1969 and 1974 that cover the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation. We are
meaking this materid available in this new form to help you grow in your knowledge, understanding and
gpplication of the Bible to your life. The Lord willing, we will continue to make other books available
as we have time to prepare them in this new form.

May the Lord bless you as you learn His Word.
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Survey of | & Il Peter
Lesson 1
| Peter 1:1-2:25

Many Christian become discouraged when they have any kind of suffering in their lives. They cannot
understand why they are being suffering or being persecuted for Christ. The early church aso experi-
enced suffering and persecution. As aresult, Peter wrote to the Christians who were experiencing
persecution in many different regions of the Roman Empire. Today in our lesson we will learn that it is
awonderful thing to have the privilege of suffering or being persecuted for Christ. Suffering and perse-
cution help our lives to become what God wants them to be. Christ suffered for us so it should be a
privilege for usto suffer for Him.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be adle to:

Explain why we suffer as Chrigians.

Tdl how we know that the Bible is the Word of God.

Explain how we grow as Chrigtians.

Explain how we should live as Chridtians.

As Peter beginsthis | etter, we see that the letter is written to Christians in many different places. Peter
had a concern for the Chrigtiansin dl of these places. We read that God has chosen each person that
isaChrigian. Then that person has been set gpart and made holy by the Holy Spirit. Thisdl hap-
pened because Chrigt paid the penalty to set people from the pendty of their an. Christ paid that
pendty with His own blood. Now we can have peace because we know that we are the children of
God. We dso know that we have aliving hope because Christ rose from the dead.

1. Read | Peter 1:1-12 and write what kind of an inheritance God has given us through Chrigt.

2. Explain why these verses teach that Chrigtians can have a living hope.

3. Explain what it means to you in your own life to know that Christ paid the pendty to set you free
from your Sn.

As Chrigtians we have been promised a reward that can never spoil or rot. Itisareward that has
never been spoiled by sin. Itisareward that will never fade or disappear. We know that it iswaiting
in heaven for us. God will keep us and take care of us just as Heis keeping our reward for us. Thisis
the reason that we can regjoice even when we suffer. We know that the things that we suffer on earth
are to help make us more precious for Christ because that suffering getsrid of the thingsin our lives
that hinder us from serving Chrig.

4. Read | Peter 1:1-12 and write what kind of joy we have through Chrigt even though we have not
yet seen Him.

5. Explain why Chrigtians can rgjoice even when they are going through trids because of ther faith in
Chrigt.

6. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that you are kept by the power of God.



We seetha Chrigt gives usajoy that is so greet that we do not even have the words to spesk abut it.
We have this joy because Chrigt has saved us. Christ gave us the sdvation that was spoken of by the
prophets. These prophets dso spoke of the fact that the suffering of Christ would be followed by
greet glory. The prophets did not spesk these things for themsalves. They spoke them for our benefit.
Now the Holy Spirit teaches us and helps us to understand these things. This causes usto grow in un-
dergtanding and gives us grest joy.

7. Read | Peter 1:1-12 and write what the prophets reveded about Christ before He even came to
this earth.

8. Explain why Chrigtians can have greet joy when they suffer and are persecuted for their faith in
Chrigt.

9. Explan why you are thankful that Christ has given you the Holy Spirit to help you understand the
things that were written by the prophets.

Since we know that any suffering will be followed by great glory, we are to be encouraged and
srengthened. The Lord encourages us to focus on minds on the future grace that God will reved to us
a the coming of Chrigt to take usto heaven. Aswe focus our minds on the promises of God, our de-
grewill be to be obedient children. Asthe children of God, we are not to continue to live as we lived
before we followed Chrigt. Instead it should be our desire and purposeto live alife that is holy and set
gpart to God. Weredizethat Christ isthe Lord of our lives and that gives usadesreto please Him in
every part of our lives.

10. Read | Peter 1:13-25 and write why we should be holy.

11. Explain why Chrigtians should want to live aholy life rather than follow the sins of ther lives before
they trusted Chrigt.

12. Explain why you fed that it isimportant to you in your own life to want to live aholy lifein dl that
you do.

God isaholy God that has never committed asingle sin. Hewantsusto live holy livesdso. That is
one of the reasons that He gave us the Holy Spirit so that we would have the power to live holy lives.
Because of our desireto live holy lives, we should confess any sinimmediately so that it does not hin-
der usinour life. Since God is going to judge the works of every Chrigtian so that He can see what
works He can reward, our desire should beto servethe Lord in every area of our lives. Our sins
were not paid for with slver and gold because that is not the way that God saves people from sin.
13. Read | Peter 1:13-25 and write how we are redeemed (saved).

14. Explain why Chrigtians can rgjoice in the fact that God chose to accept the blood of His Son to
pay the pendty for our Sin.

15. Explain why it isimportant to you to know that Christ paid the price with His own blood to see
you free from your former life.

We see that it was the blood of Chrigt that paid the pendty for our sin and made us free. Christ could
pay that penaty because He had never committed asingle in. Just as God chose to save us before
He created the world, He aso chose to send Chrigt to pay the pendty for sin even before He created
theworld. Chrigt could pay that pendty because His life was without any spot or blemish. By that
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payment and our acceptance of it, He has given us life and taken away our sin.

16. Read | Peter 1:13-25 and write how we should treat each other as Christians since God has saved
us.

17. Explain why the knowledge that Chrigt paid the pendty for our n should give every Chrigtian a
desre to love one another fervently with a pure heart.

18. Explain why it isimportant for you in your own life to reflect the love that Chrigt has shown you by
loving other Chridtians.

We see that the thing that makes it possible for us to have a greeat love for each other isthe fact that
Chrigt has saved us. Chrigt has given uslife. Although Chrigt died, He did not remain deed. Instead
Heisadive. Now He speaksto us through the Word of God. The Word of God is not like the grass
inthefidd or even like the lives of people. The grass of the field and even people just live for a short
time and die. However, the Word of God never changes. Thisiswhy we know that we can dways
depend on the Word of God.

19. Read | Peter 1:13-25 and write how long the Word of God will endure.

20. Explain why it isimportant for Chrigtians to know and understand that the Word of God will never
change.

21. Explain why it isimportant to you in your life to know that the Word of God that brought you to
Chrigt will abide forever.

Since Chrig isdive and has given uslife, it should be our desireto live for Chrigt. Because Chridtis
living in us and we take Him with us wherever we go, our desireisto lay asde the sins of our pagt life.
We redize that when we became Chrigtians we were like new spiritua babies. In order for ababy to
grow strong and hedthy, it must drink milk. As Chrigtians, our milk isthe milk of the Word of God.
We will only grow as Christians as we study the Word of God. A growing and hedlthy Chridian is
onethat is studying the Word of God every day and then applying what he or she learnsto hisor her
life

22. Read | Peter 2:1-12 and write what kind of stones we are called.

23. Explain why the pure milk of the Word is so essentid to help anew Chrigtian begin his or her spiri-
tua growth.

24. Explain how you can persondly help anew Christian begin spiritua growth by helping that person
to understand the milk of the Word.

Chrigt cameto usasthe Living sone. He came from God but men rgected Him. Now Christ has
meade us dive. We see that we are now the stones that Chrigt is using to build the church. Every single
Chrigtianisapriest of God. We spesk to God for people as we pray for them. We speak to people
for God as we share the Word of God with them. It isthe privilege of every Chrigtian to be involved
in bringing people to Chrigt by sharing the Gospel with others. This causes greet joy in heaven. Since
Chrigt isthe foundation and cornerstone of the church, He is the most important part of the church. He
ISavery precious stone to each one of us.

25. Read | Peter 2:1-12 and write what kind of a stone Christ is to those that do not believe.

26. Explain why God says that every Chrigtian isaliving stone that the Lord is using to build a spiritud
house.



27. Explain what it means to you in your own life to know that you have been called a priest of God
that offers up spiritud sacrifices.

We did not sstumble when we heard about Chrigt. Instead al Christians are the people chosen by God
Himsdf to be His priests. We have been caled out of darkness to spesk for Christ. Now our lives
areto be examplesfor Christ. As people see our changed lives and hear us speak for Christ, some of
them will turnto Chrigt dso. In thisway we are serving asthe priests of Christ. We are to bring peo-
pleto God aswe tell them how they can have eternd life through Chrit.

28. Read | Peter 2:1-12 and write what fleshly lusts do to the soul.

29. Explain why these verses teach that the good works of Chrigtians have a powerful impact for
Chrigt.

30. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to know that those who are not Christians are watch-
ing your life as they think about whether to follow Christ or not.

As Chrigtians, we dso have aresponsbility to our human government. God has alowed our rulersto
be rulersfor areason. Aslong aswe do what isright, we will not get into trouble with the govern-
ment. It isthose who do evil that are usualy punished except in countries where the government is
persecuting Chrigtians for tharr faith. It isthe will of God for usto do what is right and pleasing to
God. Thiswill cause foolish people to keep quiet and not spesk against Christians. Christ has made
us free and so we should not do evil.

31. Read | Peter 2:13-25 and write whose servants we are.

32. Explain why the examples of Chrigians that are living to please Chrigt will slence the ignorance of
foolish men.

33. Explain why it isimportant for you in your own life to obey the authorities and government leaders.

Asthe servants of God we are to honor and respect all people. We areto love dl those who are our
brothers and sstersin Christ. We are to fear and worship God. We are to honor our rulers. We are
to obey our employers. Thisistrue evenif they are evil and mean employers. If they punish usfor
things that we have not done, we are to suffer patiently because God will reward us for being patient.
Here we see that as Chrigtians we have respongbilities to many people. Our lives are to be witnesses
and examples to them by everything that we say and do. If we suffer, Christ will reward us.

34. Now read | Peter 2:13-25 and write what Christ gave us by suffering for us.

35. Explain why these verses teach that it isimportant for Christians to submit to al that are placed in
authority over them.

36. Explain what it meansto you in your life to know that God is very pleased with you if you suffer
wrongfully and take it patiently.

When Chrig cameto this earth. He suffered many things. He suffered those things even though He
did not do any sin. Hedid not speek evil. He did not fight back when people spoke against Him. He
did not threaten others when they made Him suffer. Instead Chrigt did dl of these things without com-
plaining so that He could be an example for us when we suffer. Christ gives us awonderful example to
follow when people persecute us and make us suffer.
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37. Read | Peter 2:13-25 and write to whom Christ committed Himself when He suffered.

38. Explan how the suffering of Chrigt is an en example for every Chrigtian when the Chrigtian experi-
ences suffering or persecution.

39. Explain what it meansto you when it says that Christ committed Himsdlf to Him that judges righ-
teoudy when He suffered.

We see ared picture of the suffering of Christ for our sins. He carried al of our snson Himsdf when
Hedied onthe cross. He did this so that we could dieto sin and live for God. We were like sheep
that were lost and had gone the wrong way. Aslost sheep we were unableto help ourselves. Thisis
why Christ had made the choice before the world was ever created to come to this earth to pay the
pendty for sin. He knew that we could not help ourselves. As aresult, He made the choice to come
and do what we could not do for oursalves.

40. Read | Peter 2:13-25 and write what Christ is called because we were like lost sheep.

41. Explain why Chrigtians should desire to live for righteousness since they have been made dead to
gn by placing ther trugt in Chrig.

42. Explain what it meansto you to know that by His death for you Chrigt set you free so that you
now have the power to live arighteous life,

Now reread | Peter 1:1-2:25 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned from
these chapters.



Survey of | & Il Peter
Lesson 2
| Peter 3:1-4:19

In our last lesson we learned several important lessons about Chrigtians suffering for Christ. Today we
will learn some more lessons about suffering. Since Christ suffered for us, thereis not a Single reason
why we should be unwilling to suffer for Him. In fact we can be filled with joy because we are given
the privilege of suffering for Christ. Aswe suffer, we should not worry because we know that the
Lord iscoming soon. We aso see that Chrigt has given each Chrigtian spiritud giftsto serve the Lord
more effectively. Some of these gifts are speaking gifts while other gifts are serving gifts. When we
speak or serve we are to be good stewards of the gifts that the Lord has given us.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be adle to:

Tdl how we should live as Chrigians in our homes,
Explain why we should be ready to answer every person who asks about the hope that we have as
Chrigians,

Tdl why we should be glad to suffer.

Explain what the coming of Chrigt should cause usto do.

We begin our lesson today by learning how we should lives as husbands and wivesin our homes. First
we are given some ingructions for the wife. We see that wives are encouraged to place themsavesin
subjection to their own husbands. To submit means to place ourselves under the leadership of an-
other. If aman that is not a Christian has awife who isloving and placing herself in subjection to her
husband, he will often be won to Chrig by the life and testimony of hiswife. A Chrigian manwill be a
better leader for Christ if he has awife that has placed hersdlf in subjection to her husband.

1. Read | Peter 3:1-12 and write what kind of a spirit awife is encouraged to have.

2. Explain why the example of a submissve wife will often win a husband thet is not a Christian to
Chrigt.

3. Tdl how you would explain the meaning of submission in your own words.,

We dso see that women are not to spend all of their time making their outward appearance look
fancy. Instead they are encouraged to be more concerned about what they are like on the insde.

God places a great value on awoman that has a gentle and quiet spirit. The Old Testament gives us
many examples of women that had that kind of a spirit. Sarah is mentioned as an example because she
was submissive to her husband. She showed honor and respect to her husband. She was not boast-
ing in hersdf or talking about the things that she could do. Instead she choseto be ared encourage-
ment to her husband.

4. Read | Peter 3:1-12 and write what husbands are told to give to their wives.

5. Explain what God means when He says that a gentle and quiet spirit is of great value in His sight.

6. Explain why the lives of Abraham and Sarah are examples for you in your own life by the lives that

they lived.



We see that hushands are dso given a great responsibility in the home. Husbands are to honor their
wives. Sometimes men fed that they can treat their wives with little or no respect.  In contrast, God
says here that aman should treat his wife with great honor and respect. Sheisweaker and isto be
treated with honor because they will both share the riches of God. If men are tregting their wives with
honor and respect, they will encourage their wives. The wife will be able to work better for the Lord
because things will be going well in the home. We dso read that if men treat their wives with honor
and respect that the prayers of the husbands will be effective.

7. Read | Peter 3:1-12 and write what we are dl to do regardless of what part of the family we are.
8. Explain why husbands who treat their wives with honor and respect are showing by their actions
the way that Chrigt treats the church.

9. Explan why it isimportant to you in your own life to live your lifein such away that your prayers
will be effective.

We see that we are dl to be of one mind. Thiswill only hagppen as we learn to think in waysthet are
pleasing to God because then we will put othersfirs. Thiswill cause usto show love and compassion
to others. It will even cause usto be kind to those who are evil to us. As Christians we are to turn
from evil and seek the good. That way we will be able to live with peace in our hearts. We will know
that Christ iswatching over us and protecting us. We will know that Christ hears and answers our
prayers because we are living to please Him.

10. Read | Peter 3:1-12 and write what we are not to return for evil when others do evil to us.

11. Explain what these verses teach us about the responsbilities of husbands and wivesin these
Verses.

12. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to live your life so that it will be ablessng to
others.

We areto turn from evil and do good. We are to pursue peace by the things that we do. Aswe serve
the Lord, it may be necessary to suffer for the Lord. However, we see that we can be happy when
we suffer for the Lord because we know that we are suffering for what isright. Since we do not need
to be afraid of those who might make us suffer, we should be ready at dl times to speak for Chridt.
We should be very thankful for the opportunity to answer the questions of those who want to know
what it meansto follow Chrigt.

13. Read | Peter 3:13-22 and write what kind of a conscience we should have.

14. Explain why Chrigtians are dl to be trained how to explain the Gospd o that they are equipped to
answer every person that asks them about the hope that they have.

15. Explain how the Lord has helped you to answer the questions of relatives, friends or co-workers
about the hope that you have in Chridt.

When people speak againgt us, we do not need to worry if we know that we have done what is right.
We may have to suffer. However, it is better to suffer because we have done right than to suffer for
the sins that we have committed. Christ has dready suffered for our sins so that He could bring usto
God. Since Chrigt has suffered for our sins, we should do the things that we know are right so that we



do not need to suffer for our snsaso. When Christ suffered for ains, it was ajust person who was
without Sin that was suffering for the sins of the unjudt.

16. Read | Peter 3:13-22 and write to whom Christ by the Holy Spirit preached.

17. Explain why Chrigt was willing to suffer as the Just One for dl of those who have snned and are
unjust.

18. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to have a good conscience because you know
that you have done the things thet are right.

Here we see that Christ spoke to the people of the Old Testament by the Holy Spirit. Christ did this
by using men like Noah who spoke for God and warned people for one hundred years before God
sent the flood.  Although Noah faithfully preached, we see that none of the people listened. Findly &-
ter one hundred years of warning, God destroyed everyone that was on the earth except the family of
Noah. Noah and hisfamily showed that they had placed their faith in God by going into theark. To-
day men show their faith in Christ by being baptized. Baptism does not save them. Instead baptism
shows that a change has aready happened in the life of that person.

19. Read | Peter 3:13-22 and write where Christ is right now.

20. Explain what these verses teach us about the meaning of baptism.

21. Explain why it isimportant to you that Chrigt isin heaven and that He is a the right hand of God.

Since Chrigt suffered for us, it isonly natura that we should be prepared to suffer for Him. Aswe suf-
fer for Chrigt, that suffering does awonderful thing for us. That suffering causes our faith to grow
stronger so that it is not as easy for the devil to tempt usto sin. Although suffering may seem bad at
firdt, here we see that it can actudly be ared blessng. Asaresult, it should be our desire to spend the
rest of our livesfollowing Christ instead of satisfying our sinful lusts and desires.

22. Read | Peter 4:1-6 and write whose will we should do.

23. Explain why God encourages Chrigtians to have an attitude that prepares them to suffer for Chrigt.
24. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to live so that you can carry out the will of God
that He hasfor you.

Before we followed Chrigt, we followed the will of the devil. Heled usto commit dl kinds of sn be-
cause we were davesto sn. Those sinsinvolved satisfying oursalves and worshipping the devil. Now
those who follow the devil think that we are very strange because we no longer do the things that we
used to do. We are no longer concerned about satisfying oursaves by sinning. We no longer want to
be involved in those things that are involved in worshipping the devil. At the same time we do not need
to worry about these people who speak against us.

25. Read | Peter 4:1-6 and write to whom they must give an account.

26. Explain why the people who are not Chrigtians find it surprising that we do not want to practice the
same ansthat they are doing.

27. Explain some of the new desires that God gave you in your life when you placed your trust in
Chrigt.

God will judge the people that speak and do evil to Chrigtians so we do not need to judge them.
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Instead we have the opportunity to speak boldly for God just like the people who have died in the past
for gpeaking about Christ. They received the Gospd and preached it to others. Many times evil men
judged them and killed them for speaking about Christ. Although those Chrigtians were killed for
speaking about Chrigt, God has given them a grest life and they are now dive with Chrigt in heaven.
28. Read | Peter 4:1-6 and write what happened to these people even though they were judged and
killed by people.

29. Explain why it isaprivilege for Chrigians to suffer and even diefor Chridt.

30. Since you asked Chrigt to forgive your sin, explain why you are thankful that you do not need to
give an account to God for the evil that you have done in the past.

We go on to see that the Lord is coming soon. Since we know that Christ is coming soon, we should
be ready at dl timesfor Hiscoming. To beready at dl times, we are to have a sober mind. We are
to use the time that we have here on this earth for prayer. One of the most important things thet we
have the opportunity to do is have a great love for one another. A great love for one another will keep
us from sinning againg one another. Today many Chrigtians have never developed this strong love the
other Chrigtians that Christ encourages usto have. That is one reason why many churches are wesk.
The Chrigtians do not love each other.

31. Read | Peter 4:7-19 and write what we should show to each other without complaining.

32. Explain what makesit possible for Christians to be able to have a strong love for one another.

33. Explain why you are thankful that the Lord gives you the opportunity to show love to other Chris-
tians.

As Christians we also see that we are encouraged to invite others into our homes. We have the op-
portunity to do thisgladly in Chrigtian love. Every Chrigtian has received gifts. God has given these to
every Chrigtian so that we can use those gifts to serve one another. Here we see that we are to use
these giftsthe right way. When we speak, we are to speak the Word of God. When we serve others,
we are to serve others with the ability that God has given to us. When we spesk or serve, we are to
do dl thingsto bring glory to Chrid.

34. Now read | Peter 4:7-19 and write what we should not think is strange.

35. Explain why God has given some Chrigtians speaking gifts and He has given other Chrigtians serv-
ing gifts

36. Explain why it isimportant to you in your life to use your spiritud gifts to bring glory to Chridt.

When we suffer, we are sharing in the sufferings of Christ so we should rgoice. In fact we can even
be happy when people spesk against us because we serve Chrigt. The one thing we need to make
certanisthat we are suffering for Christ and that we are not suffering because we have done wrong.
If we are suffering because we are amurderer, athief or agossp, we will be ashamed. However, if
we suffer for Chrigt, then when we suffer we will not be ashamed. Instead we can rgoice and give
glory to God because Heis dlowing usto suffer for Him.

37. Read | Peter 4:7-19 and write where these verses tell us that judgment must begin.

38. Explain why Chrigtians can rgjoice and be full of joy when they have the opportunity to suffer for
Chrigt.



39. Explain why you think that it would be a privilege for you to suffer for the sake of Chridt.

As Chrigtians, we aso need to examine our own lives to make certain that we do not alow snto re-
maninour lives. God isaholy God and cannot look on sin with favor. If we continueto liveinsnas
Chrigtians, God will discipline us while we are il dive on thisearth. In contrast, those who are not
Chrigians will receive ther judgment after they die because they will experience eternd judgment. For
us as Christians we know that God has saved us. We know that He will keep us so we do not need to
WOrry.

40. Read | Peter 4:7-19 and write what we should commit to God.

41. Explain why it isimportant for Chrigtians to regularly examine their lives and confess any uncon-
fessed gn.

42. Explain what it means to you to know that you can commit the keegping of your soul to God be-
cause of thefact that Heis afaithful Creator.

Now reread | Peter 3:1-4:19 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned from
these chapters.
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Survey of | & Il Peter
Lesson 3
| Peter 5:1—11 Peter 1:21

Today we will be learning more about the way that we should live as Chrigians. First we learn thet the
elders of the church are to provide an example of how to live. Then we are given ingtructions about
the way that they should lead the church. We dso see why we need to be watching out for the devil.
Then we learn how we are to stand as Chrigtians. We will see that the Lord tells us the things that we
should develop in our lives so that we will not fdl. In fact there are severd things that we should add
to our lives. Findly we will learn how the Word of God was given to us.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Tdl how the eders are to lead the church.

Explain why we are warned to watch out for the devil.

Explain what our lives should be like as Christians.

Tel how we received the Word of God.

Aswe begin thefirg part of our lesson, we see that we are given ingructions for the elders of the
church. The eders are the spiritua leaders of the church. They are chosen by the Holy Spirit when
they meet the qudifications given in | Timothy and Titus. Here we see the work thet the elders are told
todo. Fird, they areto feed the flock of God. The flock of God is the church. The most important
respongibility of the elders asleadersisto feed and equip every Christian so that every Christian can
grow and learn to serve Chrigt effectively.

1. Read | Peter 5:1-5 and write how the elders should take the oversight (leadership) of the church.
2. Explain why one of the most important responsibilities of the leadersin a church isto feed the con-
gregation from the Word of God.

3. Explain how spiritua |eaders have helped you in your own growth as they have taught you the
Word of God.

Leadersin the church are not to lead because they are forced to lead. Rather they are to be willing
leaders that have a desire to serve the Lord by helping other Christians grow and mature. They are
not to lead the church just to get money or some other form of sdf-gain. Instead they areto lead the
church because of their desire to serve and please God. In order to feed the Chrigtians, the elders
must spend much time teaching the Word of God to the Chrigtians. It isthe Word of God that will
help the Christians grow and mature and not the words of man. Good teaching will help the Christians
learn how to obey and serve Chrigt effectively.

4. Now read | Peter 5:1-5 and write what the elders are to be instead of lords.

5. Explain why the elders are ingtructed to lead because they have adesire to serve the Lord and help
others grow.

6. Explain some of the ways in addition to teaching you the Word of God that spiritud |eaders have
helped you in your own spiritua growth.
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These verses show us how we areto lead as Christian leaders. We areto lead by our example and
not by telling people that they must do certain things. Instead of tdlling other Chrigtians that they must
witness, we can take two or three with us each week and show them how to witness by our example.
As these Chrigtians observe how we pray and depend on the Holy Spirit to guide us as we share the
Gospdl, they will learn to do what they observe. Soon these Christians will also be witnessing. If we
gpend our time teaching the Word of God and leading by our example, soon many Christians will be
sharing the Word of God with others and serving the Lord.

7. Read | Peter 5:1-5 and write what kind of a shepherd Christ is called.

8. Explain why Chrigtian leaders are told to lead by being an example to those that they lead and not
by lording it over those that they lead.

9. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life about the importance of learning to lead by exam-

ple.

These verses dso tell uswhy we are to lead by example rather than being leaders who try to tell others
what to do. Chrigt isthe One that isthe Chief Shepherd. Heisthe Onethat hastheright to tell Chris-
tians what they areto do. AsChrigtianswe are not to try and rule anyone else. Instead we are to
teach every Chrigtian to look to Christ for leadership and guidance. We are not to try and be the
boss. Instead we are to be subject to one another. Chrigt tells us that we are to show others by our
own example the importance of being humble instead of boasting.

10. Read | Peter 5:1-5 and write what these versestell us that God does to the proud.

11. Explain why Chrigtian leaders are to show others how to lead by their example of how they follow
the Chief Shepherd.

12. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to place yoursdf in submission to those spiritud lead-
ersthat God has given to lead you.

As Chrigtians we see that we are to be humble instead of proud. We are not to boast about oursalves.
Instead we are to take al of our problems to the Lord because He cares for usand lovesus. We are
aso to be very dert to our real enemy. The devil isthe greet enemy of every person. Hisgod isd-
waysto sted, to kill and to destroy. Since he knows that he can no longer destroy the lives of Chris-
tians, he has a different god as he opposes us. Hetriesto cause every Chrigtian to livein Sn o that
our lives will not be examples for Chrig.

13. Read | Peter 5:6-14 and write how the devil walks around.

14. Explain what God promisesto do in the lives of each of the Chrigtians that choose to humble them-
selves before Him.

15. Explain what these verses teach you about the way that you are to handle dl of your problems that
you face in your own life.

The devil islooking for people that he can destroy by causing them to remainin sin. As Chridians, we
have been given the power to stand againg the temptations of the devil aswe yield our livesto God.
Theway that we stand againg the devil isto stand in the faith that we have been given by Chrigt.

Then we are sanding in the strength of Christ ingtead of trying to stand in our own strength. Aslong as
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we are ganding in the strength that Christ gives, we will not listen to the devil when he tries to tempt us.
It iswhen we are trying to stand in our own srength that the devil is able to deceive us.

16. Read | Peter 5:6-14 and write what God is called in these verses.

17. Explain why Chrigtians can only resst the devil by gand firmin their faith in Chrigt ingtead of trying
to ress in their own strength.

18. Explain why it isimportant to you to redize that other Chrigtians are dso facing the same kind of
testing from the devil.

Aswe close this book we have severd promises of blessing. We see that God has called us and that
He shows us His great love and kindness. God alows us to suffer so that we will be strong aswe
serve Him. God wants usto rest in Him and have His peace because we know that we have eterna
life. The devil can never take that life away from us. Because we know that we have eternd life, we
do not need to keep on worrying. Instead we can trust in the Lord for His strength and dlow Him to
fill our liveswith His peace even in the middle of times of testing.

19. Read | Peter 5:6-14 and write what church Peter mentionsin these verses,

20. Explain why these verses teach that Chrigtians are to stand in the strength that Christ gives asthey
serve the Lord.

21. Explan why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that the reason God alows you to suf-
fer isactualy to help you become stronger.

Aswe begin |l Peter we learn some additiona things about the way that the Lord wants usto live our
lives as Chrigtians. God has called and chosen us. He has dso given us His power through the Holy
Spirit to live lives that are holy. 1t should be our desireto live lives that are holy because God adso
promises us that we will share everything that belongsto Christ for dl eternity. We dso seethe Chrigt
gives us the power to have victory over the things of theworld. Asaresult, we can live our lives with
adrong fathin Chrig.

22. Read |1 Peter 2:1-14 and write what we should add to faith.

23. Explain what it means when it saysthat Chrigtians have been given dl things that pertain to life and
godliness.

24. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to know that you have been made a partaker of the
divine nature.

We see that we can do nothing unless we begin with faith in Christ. However, once we have put our
fath and trust in Chrigt, we now have the power to show that faith by doing those things that will
please God. Herewe seethat it is normd for service to follow salvation. Once we have become
Chrigtians, our greatest desire should be to serve Christ. We aretold to add knowledge to our faith.
Knowledge comes from studying the Word of God and applying it to our own lives so that we know
how to serve Chrigt and live alifethat is pleesing to Him. We are next told to add sdlf-control to our
knowledge.

25. Read 11 Peter 1:1-14 and write what we are told to add to self-control.

26. Explain why Chrigians are to add knowledge to their faith in Christ by studying and obeying the
Word of God.
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27. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to want to grow in your knowledge so that you
can sarve the Lord more effectively.

Sdf-control meansthat a each moment that we are yidding the control of our livesto Christ that we
have the power to do those things that are right. Patience is learning to suffer with joy. We can do this
because we are looking to Chrigt for the future so that suffering for the moment right now does not
need to bother us. We are dso ingructed to add godlinessto our life. Godlinessis putting God firgt in
al things. When we love God, we will be kind to dl people. Thisis true because our lives are con-
trolled by love ingtead of our own fear or Snful desires. If we live the life that Chrigt has given usthe
power to live, we will have fruit for Chrigt in our lives. If we do not live thiskind of life, we will fed
like our lifeisalife of discouragement and failure. If we do these things we will enjoy victory in Chrigt
because we will not have doubts about whether we have eternd life.

28. Read |1 Peter 1:1-14 and write what Peter said would happen to him in ashort time.

29. Explain why the things mentioned in these verses will transform the life of any Chridian.

30. Explain why it isimportant to you to bear fruit for Christ in your life.

When we follow Chrigt, we know that we have life that will last forever. We do not need to worry
about losing our savation. Peter was glad to remind the Chrigtians of thiswonderful promise. Al-
though we have eternd life, it is dways encouraging to be reminded of thisfact again. Peter said that
aslong as he was in this body (tabernacle) he would continue to remind the Chrigtians of this wonder-
ful promise.

31. Read Il Peter 1:1-14 and write who had revealed to Peter that he would soon die.

32. Explain what these verses teach about the results of living our livesfor Chrigt.

33. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to choose to live for Chrigt rather than for your-
of.

Peter was joyful even though he knew that he would die very soon. Now he wanted to remind the
Chrigtians one more time about the power and coming of Christ. Peter had been given alittle picture
of the power of Christ when he saw what Christ would be like in heaven. This happened that Christ
was transfigured or changed before Peter, James and John. On that day the three disciples saw a
great picture of the glory and power that Christ has and will show at the time we will see Him when He
returns for usto take usto heaven.

34. Read |1 Peter 1:15-21 and write what we have been given that is sure and unchangesble.

35. Explain what Peter learned about the power and glory of Chrigt from the time that He saw Christ
indl of Hisglory on the Mount of Trandfiguration.

36. Explain why you are looking forward to seeing Chrigt in dl of Hisglory.

We are to obey the Word of God as we wait for the coming of the Lord. The coming of the Lord will
be like the dawn of anew day. Aswewait for the coming of the Lord, we are to redize that the
Word of God did not come from the ideas of men. Instead men of God spoke the words that were
given to them by the Holy Spirit. That iswhy we know that the entire Bibleistrue. It is not the words
of men. Ingtead it isthe living Word of God.
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37. Read 11 Peter 1:15-21 and write what kind of aword of prophecy we have.

38. Explain why Chrigtians are to pay attention to and obey the Word of God because of the fact that
itislikealight shining into adark place.

39. Explain why you are thankful that the Bibleis the Word of God and not just the words of men.

We dso learn that the Word of God is not of any private interpretation. If we will teach dl of the
Word of God in its larger context we will not be giving fase teachings. There are many people who
have tried to teach fase doctrine from the Bible. They take apart of averse and forget the rest of the
chapter. Then they never compare that part of the verse with other parts of the Bible. They are mak-
ing their own private interpretation of the Word of God. As areault, they teach false doctrine. Thisis
why it isimportant to teach an entire section of Scripture or awhole chapter so that you will avoid
teaching false doctrine.

40. Read 11 Peter 1:15-21 and write who moved the men that wrote the Bible.

41. Explain why God warns that people are not to give their own private interpretation of averse or a
part of averse.

42. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to study the Word of God carefully so that you
can interpret it correctly.

Now reread | Peter 5:1 through 11 Peter 1:21 and write down the three most important lessons that
you learned from these chapters.
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Survey of | & Il Peter
Lesson 4
Il Peter 2:1-3:18

One of the dangers that Chrigtians have dways faced is the danger of fseteachers. Thiswastruein
the time of the early church and it is dlill truetoday. There are actualy many false teachersin the world
today. In our sudy today we will look a some of the things that will help us to recognize when a per-
son isafdseteacher. Onething that many false teechers deny isthe fact that Christ paid for our sins
with Hisown blood. These fase teacherstry to ignore the fact that it was necessary for Christ to shed
Hisblood in order for our sin to be forgiven. We need to be aert for such teachers because the fact
that Christ shed His blood is absolutely necessary for a holy God to forgive our an and set us free
from the pendty of an.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Tdl what judgment is promised for fase teachers.

Explain saverd ways that you can tdl when ateacher isafdse teacher.

Tel what these verses promise that people will say about the coming of Christ.

Explain what we learn about the new heavens and the new earth.

Today we are living in aday when there are many fdse teechersin the world. Many of these flse
teachers are in churches. 1n these verses we see that one of the things that fal se teachers refuse to be-
lieveisthe fact that they can only be saved by the blood of Christ. These fa se teachers get many peo-
pleto follow their evil ways. These false teachers want to get people to follow them so that they can
use these people. Often these false teachers are either seeking money or power. These fase teachers
will be judged for leading others the wrong way.

1. Read Il Peter 2:1-14 and write who God cast down to hell because of their sin.

2. Explain why fase teachers will often deny that Christ paid the price to set people free from the
pendty of an.

3. Explain why it isimportant for you personaly to know how to recognize those that are false teach-
ers.

When Satan and his followers rebelled againgt God, God cast them out of heaven. Now they are
waiting for ther find judgment. In the time of Noah, God desiroyed al of the people except the family
of Noah because even the thoughts of the people were evil continually. Later we see that God de-
stroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah for their sin. Only Lot and two of his daughters escaped
from that city and were spared by God. God spared them because Lot had faith in God even though
hewasliving in sin. Today we know that God will dways have victory over Sn. Because of this, God
isableto give victory to al Chrigtians when they are tempted by the devil asthey yidd to God.

4. Read Il Peter 2:1-14 and write what God has done with those who are unjust.

5. Explain why these verses show us that the thing that motivates most fase teachersis covetousness.
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6. Explain what lessons you learn about the fact that God will judge fase teachers from the fact that
He has judged evil angdls and evil peoplein the past.

We as0 see a picture of those who choose to follow the devil. They do what they want to do. They
gpeek evil of others. They sin continualy. Thelr eyes arefilled with lust and that causes them to com-
mit adultery. They try to get othersto follow their evil ways. Their only desreisto satisfy themsdves.
They have no desire to do what is right or to serve God. As aresult, they must be punished because
of their an. Their only reward will be eternd judgment. They will not escgpe when God brings His
judgment upon them.

7. Read Il Peter 2:1-14 and write what these people are speaking about when they spesk evil.

8. Explain what these verses teach about the fina judgment of al those who continue to follow their
evil ways.

9. Explain why you are thankful that you know thet the Lord is able to deliver the godly out of tempta-
tion.

Many fase teechers are like Bdaam. Baaam was willing to do anything to get money for himsdf. He
did not care whether he did right or wrong as long as he got money. He was willing to go and curse
the people of Isradl in order to get the riches promised by an evil king. At the same time he clamed to
be a prophet of God. God spoke directly to Baaam and told him that the people of Israel were
blessed. However, Bdaam ill wanted to get that money. God findly used the anima on which Bd-
aam was riding to speak to Balaam. Here we see those fa se teachers and fal se prophets are often
teaching their fase teachings in order to get things for themsalves.

10. Read |1 Peter 2:15-22 and write how Peter says these false teachers are like wells.

11. Explain why Baaam was willing to go to curse people that God had told him were blessed until
God used hisanimd to cause him to fear.

12. Explain what you learn for your own life about false teachers from the example of Baaam.

We ds0 see that fdse teachers are empty. They are like wells without water. They do not have the
Holy Spirit in their lives because they are not Chrigtians. Instead they speak words that gpped to the
sinful desires of people. These words are what sinful people want to hear and so these people choose
to follow these fa se teachers and continue to satisfy their own sinful desires. Sinful people aways
want to satisfy their own sinful desires and so they look for fa se teachers whose teaching encourages
them to continueto live in their Sin.

13. Read |1 Peter 2:15-22 and write what these fal se teachers promise.

14. Explain why sinful people are quick to follow false teachers that encourage them to continue to fol-
low their own sinful desires.

15. Explan why it isimportant in your own life to avoid following any teacher that is teaching people to
satidfy thelr own dnful desres.

Today we have many false teachers who tdll people thet they are free and can commit any kind of sn

that they desire. However, this passage teaches that such teachers are not even free themsalves. In+
stead they are davesto their own sinful desires. They are only teaching people to become davesto
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their snful ways. Chrigt isthe only one that can make a person free. Those who think that they can
become free by following their snful desireswill only find that their condition becomes worse and
worse.

16. Read |1 Peter 2:15-22 and write what it would have been better for these fa se teachers not to
have known.

17. Explain why fdse teachers will often tdl people that they are free to follow their own sinful desires
because God says that they are free.

18. Explain why you think a person will teach others that the others can become free when the one
who isteaching isin bondage to his or her own sin.

Many fa se teachers have understood the truth but chose to turn from the truth. They chose to reject
Chrig ingtead of following Him. Asaresult, such fase teachers will receive greater judgment. These
false teachers are compared to dogs or pigs. A dog will return to itsvomit. A pig will return to the
mud. They will go back to these things because they are dogs and pigs. A person that is not a Chris-
tian will go back to his or her sin because Christ has not changed that person.

19. Read || Peter 2:15-22 and write whose servants these false teachers really are instead of being
servants of God.

20. Explain why fase teachers are compared to dogs and pigsin these verses.

21. Explain why you think that false teachers who knew the truth and rgjected it will receive an even
grester judgment.

Peter wrote this letter to remind the Chrigtians to study the Word of God. Today we still need thisre-
minder. There are many Christians who never sudy the Word of God for themsalves. Some may
pick up aBible occasondly and read afew verses or a chapter but they never redly study the Word
and ask the Holy Spirit to give them wisdom and understanding. They fed that they can learn enough
about the Bible by listening in church on Sunday morning. As aresult, such people are very week
Chrigtians and are not serving the Lord by the way they walk, the way they talk or the way they live.
We need to study the Word of God so that we can serve the Lord because we are living in the last
days.

22. Read 11 Peter 3:1-9 and write who will be on the earth in the last days.

23. Explain why it isimportant for every Chritian to persondly study the things that Christ taught and
that His disciples taught and wrote for us.

24. Explain why it isimportant for you in your own life to study the Word of God so that you can grow
in your understanding of what God wants you to do.

Today we areliving in the last days. We have many people that are denying that Chrigt is coming
soon. They are not prepared for the coming judgment. Such people are like the people in the time of
Noah. Those people laughed when Noah spoke of judgment.  They thought that they were safe and
did not need to worry. Then one day the flood came and destroyed them al. They were not able to
escape. People today have the same attitudes as the people had in the time of Noah. However, there
will be no escagpe from judgment for those who fail to follow Chrigt.

25. Read |1 Peter 3:1-9 and write what God will use to judge the earth the next time that He judges
the earth.
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26. Explain why people today are like the people in the time of Noah and live asif thereisno judg-
ment coming.

27. Explain why you think that people today are not thinking about whét is going to hgppen to them in
the future.

Many people think that Christ is not going to return because He has waited so long. However, we see
the reason why God has waited so long as we read these verses. Christ has waited this long because
He does not want anyoneto diein hisor her Sns. He wants everyone to have the opportunity to hear
how to be saved from their sins. Christ desires for everyone to come to Him in repentance so that He
can forgivethar ans. Thisiswhy God is very patient and wantsto give everyone the opportunity to
repent and turn from sin to Chrigt.

28. Read || Peter 3:1-9 and write how long aday isin the sight of the Lord.

29. Explain why God is very patient with people and has waited a long time before bringing judgment
on the earth.

30. Explain how you would answer a person that saysthat Christ is not coming because He has waited

s0 long.

We go on to read that the day of the Lord will come. No one knows exactly when the Lord will come
to bring judgment. People will be unprepared just like they are unprepared when athief comes at
night. People dways think that they will be able to prepare and get ready tomorrow or the next day.
They never stop to think about the fact that they need to get prepared right now while they have the
opportunity or it might betoo late. We read that when the Lord brings judgment that the heavens and
the earth will be destroyed by fire. These thingswill al hgppen very suddenly.

31. Read Il Peter 3:10-18 and write how we should live since the Lord is coming soon.

32. Explain why people are deceiving themsaves when they say that they can get ready at some later
time.

33. Explain how you would explain the future judgment to someone that has a desire to know what will
happen in the future.

Sincethe Lord is going to come suddenly, we need to be expecting Him at any moment. We need to
be prepared and ready ourselves. We aso need to redlize that we have the opportunity today to tell
others about Christ and that tomorrow may be too late. We adso have a promise that God will create
anew heavens and anew earth. Only those that are right with God will see that new heavens and new
earth. As Chrigians, we should be eagerly looking for the coming of Chrigt.

34. Read 11 Peter 3:10-18 and write how Christ wants to find us when He comes.

35. Explain what these verses teach about the fact that God will creste a new heavens and a new
earth.

36. Explain why it isimportant to you to tell othersto get ready to meet Christ while they have the op-

portunity.

Peter goes on to speak about the books of the Bible that were written by Paul. Those who did not
believein Christ were dready reecting those books just as they had rgjected Christ. Today people
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arejust the same. Once people rgect Christ or any part of the Bible and refuse to believe what the
Bible says, they are on thair way toward rgecting the entire Bible. They just keep rgecting more and
more until finally they say that they do not believe the Bible a al. Thisisthe reason that many
churches no longer teach that the Bible isthe Word of God.

37. Read |1 Peter 3:10-18 and write what Peter said therewasin al of the books that Paul wrote.
38. Explain what will happen to those who make the choice to rgect the Word of God.

39. Explain what you learn about the relationship that Peter and Paul had from these verses.

Since we know about these things that are going to happen, we are to serve Christ and turn away from
our an. Aswe put Chrig firgt in our lives, we will continue to grow in grace. We will o continue to
grow in our knowledge and understanding of Christ. However, if we do not continue to grow, our
liveswill become wesk. We grow by studying the Word of God. Asaresult, our knowledge of Jesus
Christincreases.  We redlize even more than before how much Christ has done for us.

40. Read |1 Peter 3:10-18 and write how long we should give dl praise and glory to Chrigt.

41. Explain why those who are untaught and unstable twist the Word of God, which in turn leadsto
their destruction.

42. Explain why it isimportant to you in your life to continue to grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Chrigt.

Now reread || Peter 2:1-3:18 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned from
these chapters today.
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Survey of I, 11, 111 John & Jude
Lesson 1
| John 1:1-2:29

The book of | John is the book about how to have felowship with the Lord and with other Chrigtians.
Aswe study thefirst part of our lesson today, we will seethat it is possble to have fellowship with
both the Father and with Jesus Christ. Then we will have the opportunity to learn how to have fellow-
ship with other Chrigtians as well as fellowship with the Lord. We will see that we must make the
choice to wak in the light in order to enjoy thisfdlowship. Aswewak in fellowship with God, we will
want to be obedient to Him and follow His commandments so that we can continue to enjoy that fd-
lowship. We will want to learn how to serve Him and please Him in our daly lives so that we enjoy
that fdlowship.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Tdl why felowship with the Lord is important.

Explan what it meansto wak in the light.

Explain how we should walk as obedient Chrigtians.

Tell what warning we receive about fase teachers.

John begins by telling us four ways that he learned about Christ. John had the opportunity to hear
Chrigt teach throughout His public ministry. John saw Chrigt. John was able to fed that Christ had a
real body after the resurrection. John aso looked upon Christ and redly studied Him. Perhaps you
are thinking that seeing Christ and looking upon Chrigt are the same thing. However, looking upon
Chrigt has a much greater meaning. It gpeaks of looking a Christ with wonder and amazement. John
looked at Christ with greaet wonder and amazement because he recognized that Christ is the Son of
God.

1. Read | John 1:1-4 and write with whom we have felowship.

2. Explain why it isimportant to know that John had the opportunity to see, hear and fed Christ both
before and after the resurrection.

3. Explain why you are thankful for the fact that Christ chose the gpostles to be witnesses of the resur-
rection.

The book of | John is the book about fellowship. John wrote so that he could have fellowship with
other Chrigtians. Today we aso need to have fellowship with other Chrigtians. True Chrigtian fellow-
ship is sharing our lives together in Chrigian love. We may have Chridtian felowship with many people
in the church. At other times we have fdlowship with one family or even oneindividuad. However, we
can only have true Chrigtian felowship with other Christians when our hearts are right with God. That
iswhy it is so important to make certain that we do not alow any unconfessed sin to remain in our
lives

4. Read | John 1:1-4 and write why John wrote this | etter.
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5. Explain why it isimportant for Chrigtians to both fellowship with God and fellowship with other
Chrigians,
6. Explain what the word fellowship means to you in your own words.

Chrigt and Hislife were reveded to the gpostles so that they could give us testimony about His death
and resurrection. This was done o that we could know how to have eternd life. Chrigt wants every
Chridtian to befilled with joy. We arefilled with joy when we are having fellowship with the Fether
and with Chrigt. Thisis due to the fact that we know that dl of our snsareforgiven. It isawonderful
thing to know that our hearts are clean and right before God. This makes it possible to have hearts
that arefilled with joy instead of fear. This makesit possible to have peace instead of worry. Christ
wants to give us these things.

7. Read | John 1:1-4 and write what kind of joy John wanted the other Christiansto experiencein
ther lives.

8. Explain what is necessary for a person to have true fdlowship with Chrigt and with other Chrigtians.
9. Explain why you find that you lifeisfilled with joy when you are experiencing fdlowship with the
Lord.

We d 0 read about three groups of rdigious sinners. The first group saysthat they have felowship
with God but they continue to walk in darkness. They have never known what it meansto walk in the
light and have their snsforgiven. Today there are many people who attend a church and cal them-
selves Chrigtians but they have never asked Chrigt to forgive their Sn. There are dso many churches
that no longer teach about the death and resurrection of Christ. These verses teach that those who are
waking in darkness must walk in the light if they want to have eternd life. This means that people must
choose to follow Chrigt and place thar trust in Him.

10. Read | John 1:5-10 and write why it is so important to walk in the light.

11. Explain why many people think that they are Chrigtians even though they continue to walk in dark-
Ness.

12. Explan why it isimportant to you in your own life to be waking in the light a dl times.

The second group of religious snners are those who say that they have no snin therr lives. These
versestell us that those who say that they have no sin have only deceived themsdlves. In addition to
decalving themselves, these verses say that such people do not have the truth in them. Today there are
some groups of Chridians that say that they have grown to the place where they no longer commit sin.
Asverse eight says, such people are only decelving themsdlves. In fact the closer we walk to the
Lord, the more we redize that we do commit sins. To confess our Sins means to agree with God
about the terribleness of our sins and turn from those ains.

13. Read | John 1:5-10 and write what God does when we ask Him to forgive our Sins.

14. Explain why God says that people are decelving themsalves when they say that they have no Snin
thelr lives.

15. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that God does forgive you and cleanse
you from dl unrighteousness when you confess your Sins.
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The third group of religious snners are those who say that they have never snned. A good example of
thisgroup isin Luke 18 where the Pharisee who prayed to himsdlf tried to tell God how good he was
because of the thingsthat he did in hislife. He was totally depending on his own efforts to make him-
<f right with God. He did not admit once that he was a snner. When a person will not admit that he
has sinned, that person cannot be a Christian. As aresult, the Word of God is not in that person.

16. Read | John 1:5-10 and write what a person who says that he or she has not sinned is actually
cdling God.

17. Explain why a person that saysthat he or she has not snned cannot be a Christian.

18. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life about rdigious sSnners from these verses.

Aswe go on to chapter two, we will learn some important lessons about how Christ speaks for us as
well as some important lessons about obedience. The chapter begins by talking about the importance
of avoiding Sn. John writes to encourage usto avoid sin but knowing that we will sin. That iswhy
John tells us that when we sin that Jesus Chrigt is our advocate. An advocate is one that speaks for
another person. When we sin as Chrigtians, Christ goesto the Father and speaks for us. Christ points
to the value of His own blood as payment for the pendty for our an. He says that we have accepted
His payment by placing our trust in Him. The Father says that He is satisfied with Christ’ s payment for
our snsand forgives us.

19. Read | John 2:1-11 and write whose sins Christ died for.

20. Explain why it isimportant for Christ to say that His blood paid for our sn when Satan accuses us
before God.

21. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to know that Christ personaly speeks for you when
you commit Sin.

We go on to read that love is shown by obedience. Christ showed Hislove by obeying the Father and
dying for our ains. In these verses we see that we are to know Chrit, to bein Christ and to abidein
Chrigt. Knowing Christ means knowing Him so well that we know what He desires for our lives. To
be in Chrigt speaks about our relationship to Him and that relationship makes it possible for usto grow
to spiritual maturity. Abiding in Christ emphasizes the fact that we are to walk as Christ walks because
Heiswaking with us. If we are abiding in Chrig, our liveswill befilled with joy regardiess of what
happensto us. Aswe abide in Christ, we know that we are in the center of the will of God.

22. Read | John 2:1-11 and write how we will walk if we are abiding in Chrig.

23. Explan why it isimportant for Christians to demondrate that they know Christ by their obedience
to Chrigt.

24. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that God wants to bring Hislove to
meaturity in your life.

We are d 0 given acommandment that is both old and new. This commandment isto love one a+
other. Itisan old commandment that goes back to the early part of the Old Testament where we are
commanded to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. At the sametimeit isanew commandment.
Christ gave us the new commandment to love one another as He hasloved us. Christ came as the light
to remove darkness. Christ showed true love when He died on the crossfor us. Aswe let the Holy
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Spirit control our lives, it is possblefor usto have thissamelove. Aswe lovethe Lord and our Chris-
tian brothers and sgters, we are fulfilling this commandment.

25. Read | John 2:1-11 and write where those who love their brother are abiding.

26. Explain why it isimportant for Christians to be waking in the light as they follow Chridt.

27. Explain what this new commandment means to you in your own life.

John described three different levels of spiritua maturity as he wrote this letter. We see that those who
are soiritud children know that their sns are forgiven. They have dso known the Father. There are
three characterigtics of spiritua young men. Spiritua young men have become strong in spirit. Spiri-
tua young men aso have the Word of God abiding in them. Spiritua young men have learned how to
live alife of victory over the evil one. Spiritud fathers are those who have redly gotten to know the
Father as aresult of along period of felowship with Him.

28. Read | John 2:12-29 and write what Chrigtians are told not to love.

29. Explain why it isimportant for every Christian to continue to grow and become a spiritud parent to
others.

30. Explain what you learn about your own level of spiritud maturity from these verses.

We ds0 see that obedience involves separation from following the ways of theworld. To lovethe
world meansto have away of life that is againg the way of God. Some people spesk of being
worldly. By thisthey mean tha certain actions and activities are wrong. However, aworldly way of
thinking is the meaning of these verses. That includes more than just afew activities. It includes every-
thing that we think and do. If the loss of some possessions causes us unhappiness, we are loving the
things of the world rather than loving God. If we are continudly thinking about the things of the world
and falling to grow in our relaionship with God, we are loving the world.

31. Read | John 2:12-29 and write what is not in us if we love the world.

32. Explain what it meansto love the world.

33. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that as you do the will of God you will
know that you will live forever.

Those who love the world want to satisfy the desires of their bodies. They want the things that they
see. They are proud because of the things that they do. However, none of those thingswill last. They
will quickly passaway. Our liveswill only last for ashort time. We are promised that as we do the
will of God that we will have eternd life. We go on to see that obedience aso includes separation
from fase teachers (antichrists). These fase teachers have rgjected parts of the Bible. Asareault,
they have gone away from the true Gospd. Today we have many antichrists that are trying to cause
other people to turn way from the Word of God. They do not want others to follow Chrigt.

34. Read | John 2:12-29 and writewho iscaled aliar.

35. Explain why fase teachers want to turn people avay from the Word of God and choose to deny
that Jesusisthe Chrigt.

36. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to make sure that you are faithful in teaching the
Word of God as you teach others.
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This passage tells us that dl those that deny that Christ is God are fase teachers. A person who says
that Chrigt did not become aman isaso afdseteacher. The Bible tellsusthat Chrigt is both God and
man. Heistotaly God. At the sametime Heistotaly man. We read that a person cannot be a
Chrigtian if that person denies ether the fact that Christ is God or that fact that Christisman. As
Chrigians, we are to continue our belief in both Christ and the Father.

37. Read | John 2:12-29 and write what we have received as Chrigtians.

38. Explain what these verses teach about the fact that the Holy Spirit teaches Christians how to rec-
ognize what istruth.

39. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that one reason the Holy Spirit has
been given to you isto teach you.

Since we have many fase teachers today, we must abide in Christ and depend on Him done. We
have received the truth. Now we are called to abidein Chridt. If we abidein Christ, we will not need
to be ashamed when Chrigt returns to this earth to take the Christians to heaven. Instead we can be
easgerly waiting for His coming. We know that Christ iswith God and is God. We dso know that
Chrigt makes us right with God. Asaresult, we do not need to be ashamed as we think of the coming
of Chrigt to take usto heaven. Instead we can look forward to His coming with confidence knowing
that we have had our snsforgiven.

40. Read | John 2:12-29 and write what we are told about al of those who practice righteousness.
41. Explain why Chrigtians can have great confidence as they wait for the coming of the Lord.

42. Explain why it isimportant to you to know that &l those who practice righteousness are born of
God.

Now reread | John 1:1-2:29 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned from
these chapters.
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Survey of I, 11, 111 John & Jude
Lesson 2
| John 3:1-4:21

Today we will recaive some more warnings about false teachers. In fact we will be given warningsin
each of the next severd lessons about false teechers.  The reason that we are given so many warnings
about fase teachersis due to the fact that there are many different kinds of fase teachers. In order to
avoid being tricked by these false teachers, we are given these different warnings about fa se teachers.
We will dso learn that we are ether driven by the fear of man or we are led by the love of Chrigt. If
we are led by the love of Chrigt, we will be able to love others with that same love.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Tdl how Chrigians are different from those who follow the devil.

Tel how we should show the love of God as Chrigtians.

Explain what some fa se teachers teach about Christ.

Explain why perfect love removes fear.

Aswe begin our study of these chapters, we have awonderful promise. We read that we are the chil-
dren of God. Asthe children of God, we know that God will share dl of Hisricheswithus. The
world cannot redly understand us as Christians because they do not know how God has changed our
lives. We a0 see that when Christ comes, we will be like Him. Thisisawonderful promise. It
means that we will be changed. Aswe are growing in Chrig, our lives are changing. However, a the
moment we meet Chrigt, that change will be complete. No longer will we have any desreto sin or do
evil. Ingead we will be like Chrigt. That iswhat helps usto live pure and holy lives right now because
we have this wonderful hope.

1. Read | John 3:1-12 and write what Sin is.

2. Explain why people that are not Christians cannot redlly understand why a Chrigtian does what he
or she does.

3. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to know that Christ changed the way that you think
and look at life when you placed your trust in Him.

Any time we bregk the law of God, we are committing sSin. God sent Christ to take away our Sin be-
cause He had no sin. This means that we should not continueto livein sin as Chrisians. Wesaw in |
John chapter one that we do not become perfect here on this earth. However, that does not mean that
our desires have not changed. We see here that we will not want to continueto livein sinif we are
Chrigians. Instead it will be our desire to learn to abide in the strength that Chrigt gives and ask Him
to give us His strength so that we will not continueto livein sin. Here we see that Chrigt gives us new
desiresand new gods. Our lives are changed and we no longer want to continueto livein sin.

4. Read | John 3:1-12 and write who we are serving if we continueto livein sin.

5. Explain why Chrigtians are given new desires and new goals at the moment that Christ comesinto
thelr lives.

26



6. Explain how Chrigt has changed your own desires and your own goas when you became a Chris-
tian.

When we have been born of God, we do not want to continue to live in sin as we did before we be-
came Chrigtians. Instead we will live with love toward God and love toward one another. If we love
God, we will not want to bresk His commandments. We will not want to follow the devil. Instead we
are now different than those that are not Christians. Here we see some of the wonderful changes that
Chrigt makesin our lives. He changes us and gives us adesire to have new actions. Then He gives us
His power to carry out those actions as we yidd to Him. We are different because we are now con-
trolled by the love of Chrigt ingtead of the fear that used to control us. We will be showing the love of
Chrigin our lives.

7. Read | John 3:1-12 and write the message that we have heard from the beginning.

8. Explain why Chrigians think differently and act differently from those who are following the devil.

9. Explain how Chrigt has changed both your thinking and your actions snce you became a Chrigtian.

Since we are different from the people of the world that are following the devil, we should not be sur-
prised if the people of theworld hate us. They hate us because they do not have the love of Chritin
their lives. Chrigt isthe Onethat has given usthat love. Asaresult, people without Christ cannot have
ared lovefor others. Infact they cannot even understand that love. Because we now have spiritua
lifeinstead of spiritud death, Chrigt has given us a greeat love for one another that we could not under-
stand before we became Christians. In contrast, those who are not Christians have hate and fear in
ther livesingead.

10. Read | John 3:13-24 and write what God calls aman who hates his brother.

11. Explain why people that are not Chrigtians cannot understand the love that we have for one an+
other as Chrigtians.

12. Explain how the love of Chrigt in your own life has changed the way that you view othersin your
life

Christ does not control onethat is filled with murder and hate. That person does not have eternd life
because that person is following the devil instead of Chrigt. As Chrigtians, we will be controlled by the
love of Christ asweyidd our livesto Him. Christ gave us atrue example of Hislove when He died to
pay the pendty for our sns. That iswhy we should be willing to give our lives for each other as Chris-
tians. We demondirate the love of Christ by using the things that the Lord has given us to help meet
the needs of other Chrigtians.

13. Read | John 3:13-24 and write how we are told to love instead of only loving by words or by talk.
14. Explain why Chrigtians have the power to demongrate the love of Chrigt to others asthey yidd to
Chrigt.

15. Explain why you have found in your own life that the more often you yidld the control of your lifeto
Chrigt, the more often you are able to show Hisloveto others.

Here we see that true Christian love will cause usto love other Chrigtians so much that we will help
them and not just talk about helping them. Many people like to tak about their concern for those who
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have problems. Here we see that as we yield the control of our livesto Chrigt that we will do more
than just talk. We will show that the love of Chrigt is controlling our lives by the things that we do to
help thosein need. Then wewill not fed condemned or guilty in our hearts. Instead we will know that
we are doing what God wants us to do.

16. Read | John 3:13-24 and write why we receive answers to our prayers when we ask God for the
things that we need.

17. Explain why the love of Christ is shown by changed actions and not just by concerned words.

18. Explain some of the things that you have chosen to do to show the love of Christ to others because
you have been yidding your life to Chrigt.

These versestdl us that God answers our prayers when we are obedient Chrigtians. If God is not an-
swering our prayers, then we need to examine our lives and find out if we are dlowing sinful atitudes
toremainin our lives. Then we need to confessthat Sn. When we believe in Christ and confess our
sin, He gives us the power to love one another. Aswe obey the commandments of God, we know
that we have peace with God. God aso showed us that we are Chrigtians by sending the Holy Spirit
to livein our lives a the moment we became Christians.

19. Read | John 3:13-24 and write what commandment we will obey if we truly believe in Jesus
Chrigt.

20. Explain what these verses teach about the way that Christians show the love of God as Chrigtians.
21. Explain why it isimportant to you in your life to show the love of Chrigt to even to those that are
not Chrigtians.

We are dso given another warning about false teachers. We are not to believe every person that
clamsto be speaking for God. Instead we are to test each teacher to see that the words that each
teacher is teaching agree with the Word of God. There are many fa se teachers in the world and we
are to watch out for them. Chrigt sent the Holy Spirit so that the Holy Spirit could help us to know
whether aperson isatrue teacher or afalse teacher. These versestdl us how to test the spiritsto see
whether ateacher is depending on the Holy Spirit or on evil soirits.

22. Read | John 4:1-6 and write one thing that some false teachers will not admit because they are de-
pending on evil spirits.

23. Explain why Chrigtians are told to test the spirits to make certain that a person is spesking through
the power of the Holy Spirit.

24. Explain how the Holy Spirit has helped you to recognize some that were fal se teachers as you
heard their teachings.

Here we see that there are some fa se teachers that refuse to admit that Christ is God and that He be-
caneaman. Chrig isthe namethat showsthat Heis God. Jesusisthe name that shows that Heis
man. Many people today refuse to admit that Christ became a man so that He could die for our sins.
Instead these people teach that Christ was only a good man and not God come in the flesh. These
teachers are fd se teachers and they are againgt Christ. As Chrigtians, we have been given these verses
so that we will not listen to such teachers and be deceived.

25. Read John 4:1-6 and write of what these false teachers are a part.
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26. Explain why Chrigtians are given indructions in the Bible so that they know how to test the things
that people are teaching.

27. Explain how you would answer a person thet either deniesthat Christ istruly God or that Heis
truly man.

We as0 see something else about false teachers. They are a part of the world and have not followed
Chrigt. Becausethey are apart of the world, they say the things that the people of the world want to
hear. Asaresult, many people in the world hear them and follow them. Today there are many people
in the world that are being tricked by these false teachers. Thisis due to the fact that these false teach-
ersaretdling people what they want to hear ingead of telling them the truth. Thisis one of the best
tricks of the devil. If he can get people to listen to fase teachers, then they will not learn the truth. In-
stead they will be tricked and deceived by the fase teachers.

28. Read | John 4:1-6 and write why we have overcome these fase teachers.

29. Explain why those who are true Chrigtians will want to hear the Word of God and will not be satis-
fied with false teachings.

30. Explain what it means to you personally to know that you have overcome these fd se teachers be-
cause of the fact thet the Holy Spirit isin your life.

These verses go on to teach us more about the love of Christ. First we see that love must come from
Godif itistruelove. A person cannot have the kind of love that Chrigt has unless that personisa
Chrigian. God gives us an example of true love. God loved us so much that He sent Christ to pay for
our sins S0 that we could be right with God. God is holy and cannot look a sin. In order for God to
save us, it was necessary for someone that was holy to die for our sins and satisfy the requirements of
aholy God. That iswhat Christ came to do.

31. Read | John 4:7-21 and write what we should do since God loved us so much.

32. Explan why it is possible for usto love others with the love of Christ once we become Chrigtians.
33. Explain some of the ways that you began to show love to Chrigtians that you had not shown before
you became a Chrigtian.

When we love each other as God loves us, we are showing that Christ isin our lives. God sent the
Holy Spirit to livein our lives a the moment that we became Chrigtians. We dso see that God sent
Chrigt to be the Savior of theworld. Those that have become Chrigtians are glad to tdll that Christ is
living in their lives. They are glad to admit that Christ isthe Son of God. They follow Him because
they know that Chrig isliving in ther lives

34. Now read | John 4:7-21 and write what we will have in the day of Chrigt if we have the love of
Chrigin our lives.

35. Explain why dl Chrigtians should want to tell others about how they can have the love of Chrigtin
ther lives aso.

36. Explain why you are thankful that Chrigt has given you the privilege of telling others about how His
love has changed your life.

We will not need to be afraid when Christ comes if we have the love of Chris in control of our lives.
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We see that Hislove removes fear. People arefilled with fear because they know that they will be
punished for their sns. Once we know that our sins are forgiven we do not need to have fear any
longer. If we are till afraid, we are being driven by the fear of man instead of being led by the love of
Chrigt. We have not yet let the love of Christ take control of our lives.

37. Read | John 4:7-21 and write why we love God.

38. Explain why the love of Chrigt removes fear as Christians learn to yield the control of their livesto
Christ and Hislove.

39. Explain how your life is changing as you are learning to be led by the love of Chrigt instead of being
driven by the fear of people.

We see that the reason that we should love God is due to the fact He first chose to show Hislove to
us. Wearejus responding to Hislove for us. When we love God, we read that we will dso love
others. If we say that we love God and yet hate another person, these verses say that we are liars. If
we cannot love the people that we see, how can we say that we love someone that we cannot see?
That iswhy it is o important for us to understand what happens when we are driven by the fear of
people. 1t meanstha we are not yidding the control of our livesto Chrigt.

40. Read | John 4:7-21 and write the commandment that we are given about loving our brother.

41. Explain why a Chrigtian will be able to love others as he or she learns to be controlled by the love
of Chridt.

42. Explain why you are thankful for the fact that Christ is giving you His power o that you can love
those around you.

Now reread | John 3:1-4:21 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned from
these chapters.
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Survey of I, 11, 111 John & Jude
Lesson 3
| John 5:1-11 John 1:14

Today we will be studying one of the passages that tells us how we can know that we are Chrigtians.
There are many people in the world that hope that they are Chrigtians. There are others that think that
they may be Chrigtians. However, they worry much of the time because they are not sure if they are
Chrigians. Today we will learn how we can know for sure that we are Chrigtians. When we know
for sure that we are Chrigtians, we can befilled with joy instead of worry. Thisis the reason that ev-
ery person needs to know for sure whether he or sheisa Chrigtian. During the second haf of our
study we will dso seethat we are given additiond instructions about how to recognize those people
that are false teachers.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Explain how we can know for sure that we are Chrigtians.

Tell what we learn about prayer.

Tdl what we learn about waking in love.

Explain what we learn about fase teachers and the antichrist.

Aswe have studied | John, we have read severd times that we should love one another as Chrigtians.
Now we are told how to love one another. In order to love one another, we must love God firdt.
When we love God, we will have a strong desire to obey His commandments. The Christian has been
given anew lifeand anew love. We have alovefor God. Thisleadsto alove for other Christians.
Chrigt summarized the Old Testament by saying that the Great Commandment is to love God with
your whole heart, mind and soul and to love your neighbor as yourself. Then Christ gave the New
Commandment that summarizes the whole New Testament; we are to love one another as Chrigt has
loved us. Here we see one of the great changes that Christ makesin our lives when we become
Chridians. He givesusHislove.

1. Read | John 5:1-13 and write the promise to al those that are born of God.

2. Explain why these verses teach that love for God is demonstrated by obedience to God.

3. Explanwhy it is not aburden for you to obey the commandments of God when you yidld you life
to Him so that you are controlled by the love of God.

When we become Chrigtians, God gives us victory over the world. When our faith isin Jesus Chrigt,
we know that we will continue to have victory over theworld. Heisthe Onethat gives us victory.
God isthe One that has given us our faith. Here we read that it is through this faith that we now have
victory. We aso read that there are three witnesses to the work of Christ. The baptism of Christ
showed that Christ became aman to die for the ans of the people of theworld. The blood of Christ
paid the penaty for the sins of the people of the world. Now the Holy Spirit speaks to people to con-
vict them of sn and point them to Chrid.
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4. Read | John 5:1-13 and write whose witness is greater than the witness of men.

5. Explain what these verses mean when they say that dl those who are born of God (all Christians)
have overcome the world.

6. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to know that God says that you are an overcomer.

God has given us the Holy Spirit, the water (baptism) and the blood of Christ as awitnessto us so that
we can know that we have eternd life. When we bdieve in Chrigt, we can know that we have eterna
life. Thosewho refuseto bdievein Chrig are saying that they think God isaliar. They do not believe
the word that God gave about His Son. Today many people claim that they follow God but they
refuse to believe what God says about Christ. Asaresult, they are actualy caling God aliar.

7. Read | John 5:1-13 and write what God has given us.

8. Explain why many people clam to believe in God and at the same time they refuse to bdieve what
God says about Chrigt.

9. Explain why you are thankful that you chose to believe what God says about Chrigt with the result
that you placed your trust in Chrigt.

Jesus Chrigt isdive. When we become Chrigtians, Chrigt gives us Hislife. He comesinto our lives a
the moment we become Chrigtians. Since we now have the life of Christ in us, no one can take that
life away from us. Because we made the decision to place our trust in Chrigt, these versestdl us that
we can know that we have eternd life. We have believed in Christ and have followed Him. Now the
Word of God promises us that we can know for sure that we have eternd life. Even if we an, we
know that Chrigt isin our lives and that He will keep His promiseto give us eternd life.

10. Read | John 5:1-13 and write what dl those who have placed their trust in the Son have.

11. Explain why Chrigtians can know for sure that they are Christians and do not need to have doubts
any longer.

12. Explain why it isimportant to you in your daily life to know for sure that you have eternd life.

Because we know for sure that we are Chrigtians, we aso have awonderful promise about prayer.
These verses promise us as Chrigtians that whatever we ask according to the will of God that He hears
us. A key phrase hereis according to the will of God. If we ask for things to satisfy ourselves and our
gnful dedires, thereis no promise that God will answer. However, if we ask according to the will of
God we know that God will both hear and answer our prayers. In fact God gives us a specific
promise here that He will answer if we ask according to Hiswill. That iswhy it isimportant for usto
study the Word of God so that we know the will of God. Then we can pray and expect God to an-
Swer.

13. Read | John 5:14-21 and write what God calls al unrighteousness.

14. Explain why it isimportant for Chrigtians to study the Word of God so that they can pray accord-
ing to the will of God.

15. Explain how it has helped you in your own life to know that God both hears and answers your
prayers as you pray according to Hiswill.

We go on to read that we are to pray for Christians that we seeliving in sin. We see that the Lord will
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work in the life of abrother or Sster aswe pray for them. However, when a Christian continuesto live
in 9n and rebellion againgt God, God may choose not to spare the physicd life of that person. God
will judge the Chridtian that continues to live in sin and rebdlion againg God. In fact | Corinthians
11:28-30 tells us that some Chrigtians may die early because of continuing to live in sin and rebellion.
God isaholy God and must judge sin. The sins of those who are not Christians will be judged in eter-
nity. The sins of Chrigtians can lead to physical sickness or even physical degth.

16. Read | John 5:14-21 and write what we are told about those who are born of God.

17. Explain why Chrigtians that continue to live in sn may experience the discipline of God by experi-
encing physica sckness and even physica desath.

18. Explain why you know that it isimportant for you to live your life to please the Lord so that you do
not need to experience His discipline.

Here we see that a Christian does not want to continue to live in sn and rebellion againgt God. As
Chrigians we can pray that God will give us victory over the evil thoughts and evil desires of the world.
The people of the world often dlow their minds to be filled with sinful thoughts and desires. However,
God promises us that He will give us understanding so that we know whet istrue and right. Chrigt is
truth and He teaches us what istrue. Aswe pray, we see that the Lord promises to give us under-
standing so that we can know Him better.

19. Read | John 5:14-21 and write from what we are told to keep oursalves.

20. Explain why it isimportant for Christians to pray thet the Lord will give us understanding in dl
things.

21. Explain why you are thankful that the Lord helps you in your persond life to understand Him and
know Him better as you pray for that understanding.

Aswe go on to Il John, we learn some more |lessons about the way that we should walk as Chrigtians.
We see that this book iswritten to dl those that have known the truth. Since Chrigt isthe truth, we see
that thisletter iswritten to dl those who have placed their trust in Christ. Thiswould includedl Chris-
tians. As Chrigtians we have the truth in our lives. No one can take the truth from us becauise no one
can take Chrigt from us. Chrigt has given us the Holy Spirit so that He can help us to understand and
goply thetruth in our lives.

22. Read 11 John 1:1-6 and write how long we will have the truth in our lives.

23. Explain why it isimportant for dl Chrigtians to know that the truth has been given to them and that
the Holy Spirit will help them to understand the truth.

24. Explain why you are thankful for the fact that you have been given the truth and that you can pray
that the Lord will give you a growing understanding of the truth.

We see that we aso receive grace, mercy and peace from both the Father and aso from Jesus Chrigt.
Graceisthe loving kindness of God that caused Him to send Chrigt to pay the pendty for our sin.
Mercy isthe love and compassion of God that causes Him to forgive our sin and set us free the pendty
of our sin. Peaceisthat inner peace that we have in our lives aswe wak in felowship with Chrigt. In+
ner peace isthe result of knowing that Christ forgave our sins and removed them because He paid for
them with His blood.

25. Read 11 John 1:1-6 and write what caused John to rejoice.
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26. Explain why God wants dl Chrigtians to enjoy His grace, mercy and peace and not live in fear,
guilt and shame.

27. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to experience the inner peace that comes from
enjoying fdlowship with Chridt.

John was filled with joy because the Chrigtians were waking in the truth. Now he goes on to remind
us of the commandment that Christ gave just before Christ was crucified. Chrigt told the disciplesto
love one another as He had loved them. Christ dso wants us to have that same love. Here we see
that we will show true love by being obedient to the commands of God and walking as obedient chil-
dren. In these verses we see that Chrigtians are able to walk both in truth and in love. Those two
things have the power to completely change and transform our lives.

28. Read 11 John 1:1-6 and write in what Christians are to walk.

29. Explain why it is so important for Christians to love one another that it is mentioned more than a
dozen timesin the New Testament.

30. Explain why you experience the joy of the Lord when you are waking in Hislove and showing thet
loveto others.

There are many people that pretend to be Chrigtians that are not walking inlove. Thisisdueto the
fact that they are not true Chrigtians. Instead they are just trying to deceive and trick others. We go
on to read that such people are false teachers. One of the things that such fase teachers deny isthat
Christ became aman. Today there are till false teachers that teach the samethings. Thesefase
teacherstry to teach that Christ did not come as aman to diefor thesins of dl people. Such fase
teachers are actualy trying to get people to follow them instead of following Chrit.

31. Read Il John 1:7-13 and write what these fal se teachers are called.

32. Explain why it isimpossible for fase teachersto redly wak in love.

33. Explain why it isimportant for you in your life to undersand that fdse teachers are actudly trying
to get people to follow themsdves instead of Chridt.

As Chrigians, we are aso warned to examine our own lives to make certain that these false teachers
have not tricked us. Today there are many Chrigtians that are being tricked by fase teachers. These
fase teachers have gained control of many churches. They begin to teach that it is not necessary to
believe everything that the Bible says. Sowly they begin to teach more and more things that do not
agree with the Bible. Many Christians do not even redize how much these fa se teachers have tricked
them as they have shared their own idess.

34. Read Il John 1:7-13 and write what things we are told not to lose.

35. Explain why fdse teachers will substitute their own ideas for the Word of God to lead people
away from the truth.

36. Explain why it isimportant for you and me to examine our own lives regularly so that we make
certain that false teachers are not deceiving us.

We have received the Word of God from others. Now we should not waste the efforts of those who
brought the Word of God to us by lisening to false teachers. If we arein achurch or agroup of
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churches that no longer teach that the entire Word of God istrue, these versestdll us that we are not to
let them teach us. In many casesin order to avoid these fa se teachers we will have to separate from
those churches and their false teachers. These versestell us that we are not to invite false teachersinto
our homes and we are not to encourage them to continue their fal se teachings.

37. Read 11 John 1:7-13 and write what we are not to do when a false teacher comes that does not
hold the true teaching about Chridt.

38. Explain why Chrigians are told not to invite false teachersinto their homesto share their false
teachings.

39. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to understand that one of the most common
types of fase teaching is false teaching about the doctrine of Chridt.

Here we see that as true teachers we are to teach the doctrine of Christ. The doctrine of Christisall
of the things that Chrigt taught. These things are recorded for usin the Word of God. That iswhy itis
important to study the Word of God so that we will know what to teach others. When we teach ev-
erything that isin the Word of God, we help others to become strong Christians. Then they are able to
recognize when a person is trying to teach them false teaching. They dso learn how to teach other the
true teachings of Chrig.

40. Now read Il John 1.7-13 and write why John wanted to visit the Christians and speak to them
faceto face.

41. Explain why it isimportant for us to help each Christian become familiar with the things that Christ
taught.

42. Explain how it has heped you in your own life to have other Chrigtians teach you the things that
Chrigt taught.

Now reread | John 5:1 — 11 John 1:13 and write down the three most important lessons that you
learned from these chapters.
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Survey of I, 11, 111 John & Jude
Lesson 4
11 John 1:1- Jude 1:25

Today we have area warning about people that want to be dictators in a church. Sometimes a pastor
or amissonary will try to be adictator. At other times one of the men or the women of the church will
try to be adictator. Such individuas want the church to follow them and do things the way that they
want them done. As aresult, the Christians in the church do not learn to follow the leading of the Holy
Spirit. Scripture teachesthat a churchisto be led by a group of elders and not by just one elder. The
Bible aso teaches that Christian leaders are to be servants and not masters as they lead the church.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Tdl how we should help those who are taking the Word of God to others,

Explain what we are told about Diotrephes, the dictator.

Tdl what warning we have about people turning avay from God.

Tel what we learn about false teachers.

We read about the man to whom John originaly wrote thisletter. Galus was a Chrigtian for whom
John had agreat love. We read that Gaius was redlly growing as a Chrigtian. Now John was praying
that Gaius would become physicdly strong just as he had grown spiritudly strong. Here John gives us
an example of praying for the physica needs of other Chrigtians. John was especialy happy to hear
that Galus was waking in the truth. To walk in the truth means to be obedient to the Word of God
and do what istrue and right in the sight of God. Thisiswhat each of us as Chrigtians should have as
our god aswe grow in our spiritud lives.

1. Read Il John 1:1-8 and write what caused John to have greet joy.

2. Explanwhy it isimportant for dl Christiansto learn to wak in the truth in order to grow to spiritua
meaturity.

3. Explain why you are thankful for the opportunity to learn the Word of God so that you can continue
to grow in learning to walk in the truth.

Gaius was a Chrigtian that dso showed red Christian love to other Chrigtians. He showed thisloveto
Chrigtian brothers and sigters thet lived in the area where he lived. Gaius dso showed thisloveto
Chrigians that were traveling to other placesto take the Gospel to others. Sometimesthis even in
cluded people that were strangers to him but he showed hislove to them. Here we see ared example
of Chrigian love. Thelove of Christ in our lives should cause us to be concerned about the needs of
other Chrigtians so that it causes usto minigter to them.

4. Read I11 John 1:1-8 and write what we are called when we help meet the needs of those that are
taking the Gogpd to others who live in other places.

5. Explain why it isimportant for al Christians to want to help other Christians that are taking the
Gospd to other places.
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6. Explain some of the ways that you have been able to help other Chrigtians that are taking the
Gospd to other places.

When the early Chrigstians took the Gospdl to others, they did not ask for help from those who were
not Chrigtians. Instead those who were Christians helped meet the needs of those that were taking the
Gospd to othersin other areas. Thisisthe way that the Lord wants us to give to the work of the Lord
today. AsChridians, it isour privilege and responghility to share in the work of the Lord by giving
back to the Lord part of what He has given to us. The work of the Lord should be supported by the
gifts of the Chrigtians rather than by those that are not Christians,

7. Read Il John 1:1-8 and write what these people received from the Gentiles.

8. Explain some of the ways that Chrigtians can help other Christians that are taking the Gospd to
other parts of the world.

9. Explain why it isimportant to you in your life to see that the Gospel spreads to people around the
world.

We a =0 learn about two other men in this short book. One was named Diotrephes and the other was
named Demetrius. We read that Diotrephes wanted to be the most important person in the church.
He was willing to do anything in order to be in control. He refused to alow other Chrigtian leadersto
vigt hisarea If a Chrigtian leader from another area stayed in the home of another Chrigtian,
Diotrephes would kick that Chrigtian out of the church for dlowing the Chrigtian leader to vidtin his
home. He wanted to be the dictator and so he tried to keep everyone away that might show what he
was doing.

10. Read 111 John 1:9-14 and write what kind of words Diotrephes spoke against John and the other
Chrigians,

11. Explain why it isimportant for al Christians to recognize thet there are some people like
Diotrephesthat are trying to control everyone in the church by fear.

12. Explain how you have persondly felt when someone like Diotrephes tried to control your life.

Today we have some Chrigtian leadersthat are just like Diotrephes. They want to run the church their
own way. When otherstry to show such leaders what the Bible teaches, these leaders refuse to listen.
They do not want to change because they enjoy having power and telling others what to do. Such
leaders will even spesk lies againgt other Chrigtians. They speek those lies to prevent other Christians
from learning the truth. Such leeders will be judged for trying to make themsdves important instead of
sarving Chrig and focusng on Him.

13. Read 111 John 1:9-14 and write what kind of areport Demetrius had among the other Chrigtians.
14. Explain what causes some Christians to become like Diotrephes and try to control churches today.
15. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to make certain that you lead as a servant and
not as a dictator.

Demetrius was very different than Diotrephes. Everyone said good things about Demetrius because he

showed red Chrigian love. When he spoke, he spoke the truth and helped people to grow in their
spiritua underganding. Asaresult, dl of the people had a great respect for him. If we will spesk the
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truth in love today, people will respect us even if they do not like to hear the truth. They will know that
the things that we are saying are right. They will know that they can depend on usto tdl the truth. In
that way our liveswill have avery podtive impact on others.

16. Read 111 John 1:9-14 and write when John hoped to see Gaius again.

17. Explain why Demetrius provides an example for al about the way to be a godly and effective spiri-
tua |leader in the church.

18. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life from the life of Demetrius that will help you to be
an effective leader for Christ.

As we begin the book of Jude, we see that Jude calls himsdlf the bondservant of Jesus Christ. He also
cdls himsdf the brother of James. Matthew 13:55 tdlls us that these two men were younger brothers
that had been born to Mary and Joseph after the birth of Christ. Since God was the Father of Chrig,
they would actudly be haf-brothers of Christ because they both had the same mother and grew up in
the same family. Jude shows us the attitude that each of us should have as Chrigians. Christ has
saved us. Now our desire should be to serve Him. Aswe are faithful in serving Christ, the work of
the Lord will be completed. Aswe study the book of Jude, we see that much of the book isawarning
about false teachers.

19. Read Jude 1:1-7 and write what we are told to do for the faith.

20. Explain why Jude gives us an example to follow by referring to himsdf as a bondservant of Jesus
Chrigt.

21. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to be a servant of Christ and carry out His work
in the world.

We have received the Word of God. Now we are to speak boldly for the faith that we have received.
The word “contend” was used to spesk of arunner in arace that was making an al out effort to win
therace. Inthe same way we are to make an dl out effort to share the faith with others. In the pro-
cess of making an dl out effort to share the faith, we will meet fase teachers. We are to teach the
Word of God so that these false teachers will not be able to lead people astray. We see that these
fdseteachers are very tricky. They try to snesk into churches and lead Christians the wrong way.
Here we see that these fal se teachers are ungodly people. They do not worship God and they are try-
ing to keep others from worshipping God.

22. Read Jude 1:1-7 and write what these ungodly men deny.

23. Explain why Chrigtians are to make every effort to share the faith that we have with others that do
not know Chrigt.

24. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to earnestly contend for the faith that was once
delivered unto the saints.

Fdse teachers will dways deny certain things about Christ. Usudly they will deny that Christ is God
and that His blood paid for our sins so that we can have eternd life. We read that these fal se teachers
will bejudged just as evil men before them were judged. We have severd examples of those who
were judged in the past. The children of Israd were judged in the wilderness. The angelsthat rebelled
againg God were judged and are waiting for the eternd judgment that they will experience. Thecities
of Sodom and Gomorrah were judged and destroyed.
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25. Read Jude 1:1-7 and write what kind of ajudgment the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah experi-
enced.

26. Explain why it isimportant for us to understand these former judgments so that we understand how
God will judge fd se teachers today.

27. Explain why you redize that it isimportant for you to share the Gospd with relatives and friends so
that they will not experience asmilar judgment.

We go on to read what these fase teachers are like. We read that they are like Cain. Cain was ardi-
gious man. He even believed about God and brought a sacrifice to God. However, the sacrifice that
Cain brought to God was the work of his own hands. Cain thought that his own works could save
him. He refused to bring ablood sacrifice. Today many fase teechers are like Cain. They are de-
pending on their own works to save them. They deny that the blood of Chrigt is necessary to save
people from sin. Instead they think that they can work to earn their salvation.

28. Read Jude 1:8-25 and write whose error many fase teachers follow.

29. Explain why many fase teachers regject the blood of Christ and encourage people to depend on
their own works to earn their salvation.

30. Explain why it isimportant for you to persondly recognize some of the different ways thet false
teacherstry to deceive people.

The error of Bdaam was that he chose to do what he thought was right to get what he wanted instead
of asking God what to do. He knew that the people of Israel were sinful so he thought he could curse
them and get areward. The only thing that he wanted was to get that reward for himsdlf. When he
was unable to curse them for fear of losing his own life, he recommended that the people of Moab
commit immordity with the people of Israd and let God judge them. Today many fase teachers are
like Bdaam. They are giving their teachings so that they can get what they want for themsalves. They
may want power, fame, money or some other thing. However, they are only working to satisfy them-
sves.

31. Read Jude 1:8-25 and write what kind of clouds these teachers are like.

32. Explain why Balaam illusirates what many false teachers are like who are teaching what they teach
to gain something for themselves.

33. Explain why it isimportant for you in your own life to understand what Balaam did so that you can
recognize fse teachersthat are like him.

The book of Jude goes on to give us severd examplesto show uswhat false teachers are like. We see
that they have nothing to help us so we should not listen to them. We see that they are compared to
trees without fruit or clouds without water. A fruit tree with no fruit has nothing for those that are look-
ing for fruit. A cloud without water offers nothing to the farmer that needs rain for hiscrops. Inthe
same way fd se teachers have nothing to offer those who need spiritud help. We see that the Lord will
come and bring judgment on such people. They will not escape judgment. They will be judged for the
evil things that they have done. They will be judged for the evil words that they have spoken against
Chrigt.

34. Read Jude 1:8-25 and write how these evil teachers walk.
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35. Explain what these verses teach about the fact that fal se teachers cannot help people in their spiri-
tud growth and development.
36. Explain why you think that false teachers are often able to deceive wesk and struggling Chrigtians.

We see that false teachers only want to satisfy their own lusts. Thisis due to the fact that they do not
have the Holy Spirit in their lives. They dso spesk againgt others. They complain. They arefilled with
pride. They make fun of those who teach the truth about Christ. They do al of these things because
they do not follow Chrigt. In fact the gposties had warned the early Chridtians that in the last time there
would be mockers who would seek to satisfy their own evil desires. What was true in the time of the
early church is cartainly il true today.

37. Read Jude 1:8-25 and write in what we are to keep oursalves.

38. Explain why teachers without the Holy Spirit will dways be fdse teachers that will seek to lead
people astray.

39. Explain why you think that Jude encourages you and me aswell as dl other Christiansto keep
building oursdves up in the most holy faith.

As Chrigtians, we see that we are to be different than false teachers. We can be controlled by the love
of Christ.  When that istrue, it will be our desire to spend our time serving Christ and sharing with
others how they can have eternd life. We are able to witness with boldness as we dlow the Holy
Spirit to guide us. Sometimes the Holy Spirit will help us be awitness by helping people in need.
Sometimes the Holy Spirit will help us to answer the questions of those that are not yet Christians.
With some we will witness by warning them about the coming eternd judgment. The important thing is
to share with others about Chrigt in the way that the Holy Spirit leads us.

40. Now read Jude 1:8-25 and write what Christ is able to do for every Christian.

41. Explain why al Chrigtians need to learn to depend on the Holy Spirit to guide them asthey share
the Gospel with others.

42. Explain why you are thankful that Christ has given you the Holy Spirit so that you do not need to
depend on your own strength to share the Gospdl.

Now reread 111 John 1.1 — Jude 1:25 and write down the three most important lessons that you
learned from these chapters.
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Survey of Revelation
Lesson 1
Revdation 1:1-2:29

Today we are beginning a study of the book of Reveation. In thefirst part of this book we will learn
about severd different kinds of churches. Then we will sudy some of the things that will be happening
in the future especidly during the time of the tribulation. Aswe look at each of the seven churches
mentioned in the book of Revelation, we will see that most churches today are very smilar to one of
these seven churches. In thislesson and the next lesson we will be learning about each of the seven
churches. Thiswill help usto understand what church we want to be like. Mogt of the churches were
involved in various kinds of sn. We are warned not to follow their examples.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be adle to:

Explain what God has made dl Chridians.

Explain what you learn about Chridt.

Tel what John was shown by God.

Explain what lessons we learn from the first four churches.

Aswe begin this book, we see that Christ was showing John the things that would soon come to pass.
We see that we are promised blessing if we will read and pay attention to the words that are written in
this prophecy. John wrote these things to let us know what will happen in the future. Aswe read
these things, we will redlize again the importance of telling others about Chrigt in the short time that we
have left before the coming of Chrigt. We are told to do three things with the book of Revelation. We
areto read the book. We are to hear and understand the book. We are to keep (obey) the things
that are written in this book.

1. Read Revelaion 1:1-8 and write who originally received the book of Revelation after John wroteit.
2. Explain what these verses teach about the fact that Christ wants Chrigtians to understand the things
that are written in this book.

3. Explain in what ways you hope that your study of the book of Revelation will improve your under-
ganding of what is coming in the future.

We will learn more about these seven churchesin chapters two and three. These churches giveusa
picture of what the church as awhole has been like at different timesin the history of the church. The
seven churches dso give us a picture of the kinds of churchesthat we have in the world today. In ad-
dition, they were aso actua churchesin the time that the book of Revelation was written. Aswe read
the introduction, we see that this book came from Chrigt. Chrigt is the Onewho loved us. Heisthe
Onethat paid for our snswith His own blood.

4. Now read Revelation 1:1-8 and write what Christ has made us.

5. Explain why it isimportant for Christians to understand that these churches give us a picture both of
church history and aso of churches today in addition to being actua existing churches in the time of
John.
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6. Explain what you learn for your own life about Chrigt from the first few verses of this book.

We have awonderful promise that Christ has given to al Chridtians. In the Old Testament, only afew
people were allowed to serve as the priests of God. During the time that |srael was anation, only one
man could serve asthe high priest. Now God has made every Christian apriest of God. Every
Chrigtian can go directly to God in prayer. We no longer need to go to another priest because we all
became priests of God when we became Chrigtians. Now asthe priests of God, we dl have the privi-
lege of serving asHispriests. Every Chrigtian can now have the privilege of leading othersto Chrigt.
Today there are many Chrigtians that are just Sitting in churches. They have never understood that they
have the privilege of serving as priests of God intheworld. That iswhy it is very important to train and
equip every Christian to serve Chrigt.

7. Read Revedion 1:1-8 and write what Christ calls Himself in these verses.

8. Explainwhy it isagrest privilege for Christians to be called priests of God and be dlowed to pray
to God for people and to speak to people for God.

9. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to know that you are a priest of God.

We aso read that when Christ comes back to rule on the earth that every person on the earth will see
Him. Chrigt ds0 saysthat He isthe Alphaand the Omega. Those arethefirst and last |etters of the
Greek dphabet. This meansthat He has dways existed and will dways exist. He will never change.
It was Chrigt that gave John the vison of the things that he wrote in the book of Revdation. John re-
celved this vison while he was on the idand of Patmos. He had been sent to that idand as a prisoner
by the Roman government because they did not like what he was preaching. The Romans used that
idand for prisoners because there was no way for them to escape.

10. Read Reveation 1:9-20 and write what message John received on the Lord' s Day.

11. Explain why it isimportant that Chrigt is the One that has aways existed and will aways exig.

12. Explain why you are thankful that Chrigt isthe One that will never change.

When John received this message, he turned to see who was spesking to him. When John turned, he
saw Chrigt. John was now avery old man and it had been about sixty years since he had seen Christ
taken back to heaven after Christ arose from the dead. At that time John had seen Chrigt as He
looked a Chrigt after the resurrection. However, Christ looked very different when John saw Him this
time. Chrig was shining with dl of the glory that He now hasin heaven. He was shining as bright as
the sun. Chrigt has asword that cut both ways in His mouth.

13. Read Revdation 1:9-20 and write what John did when he saw thisvison of Chrigt.

14. Explain why Christ looked very different when He had dl of the glory of heaven shining from Him.
15. Explain what you learn for your own life from the appearance of Christ described in these verses.

After John fell at the feet of Chrigt, Christ told him severd other things. Chrigt said that He isthe one
that lived and died and is now dive forever. Then Chrigt told John to write three things. John wasto
write what he had seen (Chrigt in al of Hisglory). John wasto write the things which are (the descrip-
tion of the saven churches given in the next two chapters). John was to write the things that will be
heresfter (the future). Christ dso explained the meaning of the seven stars and the seven lampstands
that John had seen around Christ.
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16. Read Revelation 1:9-20 and write what the seven lampstands are.

17. Explain why Chrigt gave John avison about both the present and the future and told him to write
what he had seen.

18. Explain why you are thankful that Chrigt told John to write this book so that you can learn about
what is going to happen in the future.

We go on to read the message that Christ gave to each of the seven churches. First we read about the
church a Ephesus. In this message, we first read severd good things about the church at Ephesus.
They worked hard for the Lord. They would not listen to those who did evil. They tested false teach-
ers by the Word of God and then refused to listen to them because they were liars. They hated the
deeds of the Nicolaitans. The Nicolatans were people that claimed to be Chrigtians but lived in sin.
Although the church a Ephesus had done dl of these good things, Christ had one thing againgt them.
19. Read Revelation 2:1-11 and write what Christ had againgt the church a Ephesus.

20. Explain why the Lord wrote about the good things in the church a Ephesus before telling the one
thing that was wrong.

21. Explain why you need to a0 tell people the things that they are doing right and not just the things
that they are doing wrong.

Today there are many churches and Chrigtians that are like the church at Ephesus. They hate evil and
refuse to ligen to fase teachers. They are not living in Sn and preach againg those that live in gin.
However, they have |eft the love that they first had for Chrigt. Instead of being esger to witness for
Chrigt and tdll others about Him, they seldom share the Gospel any more. They have become more
concerned about their own activities than they are about those who are lost and dying and on their way
to hell. They may witness to those that happen to vist their church but they seldom go to the homes of
the lost to take the good news that Chrigt offers eternd life.

22. Read Revelation 2:1-11 and write what Chrit tells usto do if we are like the church at Ephesus.
23. Explain the difference between losing our firgt love and choosing to leave our firdt love.

24. Explain why it isimportant for you in your own life to know that you have not waked awvay from
that first love that you had for Chrigt.

Chrigt gives 3 Rsfor achurch that hasleft itsfirst love. Remember from where you are falen. Repent.
Repest the firgt works. The second church is the church in Smyrna. This church was suffering from
great persecution. They had many enemies that were trying to destroy them. They were very poor as
far as the world was concerned. However, they wererich in the sght of God. There were people that
were spesking againg them and saying evil things about them. These evil people that were working
againg the Chrigtians were completdy controlled by Satan.  Although people spoke evil of them, ev-
erything that Chrigt said about them was good.

25. Read Revdation 2:1-11 and write what God says to do when we suffer.

26. Explain why God said that the church at Smyrnawas rich even though it was going through atime
of great suffering.

27. Tel how you would explain the 3 Rs to someone that has | eft thelr first love for Chrig.

We do not need to be afraid when we suffer for Christ. God will be with usif we go to jail for speak-
ing about Christ. God will be with us when people speak againgt us. God will dso be with usif we
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die for spesking about Chrigt. The important thing is that we are faithful to Christ wherever we are and
in whatever we do. Then we will receive agreat reward from the Lord. God promised the peoplein
the church a Smyrnathat those who were faithful did not need to worry about being touched in their
lives by the second degth.

28. Read Revelation 2:1-17 and write who had been a martyr in the church at Pergamum.

29. Explain what the church at Smyrnateaches about the importance of being faithful to God even dur-
ing times of persecution.

30. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life from the churches at Ephesus and Smyrna.

We go on to read about the church a Pergamum. The church at Pergamum was a church that till had
atruefath. It even had aman that had died for witnessing about hisfath in Christ. This church was
ministering in a place that was a very difficult place because we read that Satan’ s throne was there.
Here we see that this was the place that was the center of the work of Satan. That meansthat it wasa
dangerous place to live because Satan is very tricky. Satan was having a negative impact on this
church and leading them the wrong way with two fase doctrines.

31. Read Revdation 3:12-29 and write the two fase doctrines that were causing the people of Perga-
mum to Sn.

32. Explain why the place where Satan has his headquarters could be a difficult place to serve the
Lord.

33. Explain what lessons you learn from the life of Antipas.

Here we see two very dangerous doctrines that are still causing problems in many churches today.
The teaching of Balaam was to teach sinful people to get the people of God to compromise. Today
there are many churches that are trying to compromise and not emphasize what the Bible teaches.
They think that makes their churches acceptable to those who are not Christians. The question is not
whether their churches are acceptable to those who are not Christians but whether their churches are
acceptable to God. The Nicolaitans taught thet it was fine for Chrigtiansto livein sin. God hates this
teaching because He wants Chrigians to live holy lives.

34. Read Reveation 2:12-29 and write the firgt thing that God had againgt the church a Thyatira.

35. Explain why the doctrine of Balaam will destroy churchestoday just asit did the church a Perga
mum.

36. Explain why you redize thet it is important today to warn people about the doctrine of Baaam and
the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.

The church isthe bride of Christ. Here we see that the church at Thyatira had committed spiritua
adultery and was now worshiping idols instead of Christ. Today we still have churches that worship
idols and images insteed of following Christ. Here we see that God is comparing idol worship to spiri-
tud adultery. God said that He would bring great judgment upon these people unless they turned from
their worship of idols. Their children would also be destroyed. Here we see that the sins of the par-
ents will dso have a negative impact on the following generaions.

37. Read Reveation 2:12-29 and write what a few of the people in Thyatira had not known.

38. Explain why God compares idol worship to spiritua adultery.
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39. Explain why it isimportant to you to redize that the Sns of the parents will affect the following gen
erations.

Chrigt dso spesks to the tiny group in the church at Thyatira that had not started worshiping idols.
These people had not followed the rest of the people. Instead they had remained true to Christ re-
gardless of what had happened to them. Thisisthe kind of Chrigtians that we need today. Many
churches are turning away from Christ and worshiping other things. As Chrigtians, we are told to hold
fast to what istrue. We dso seethat God warned the people of Thyatira of the judgment that would
come to them if there was no repentance.

40. Read Revdation 2:12-29 and write how long we are told to hold fast.

41. Explain why Christians are encouraged to stand firm for the Lord even when others are turning to
fdse worship.

42. Explain what lesson you learn for your own life from the churches a Pergamum and Thyatira

Now reread Revedation 1:1-2:29 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned
from these chapters today.
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Survey of Revelation
Lesson 2
Revdation 3:1-4:11

In our last study, we learned about four kinds of churches. Today we will learn about three more
kinds of churches. We will see again today that many of the churchesthat presently exist are like one
of the churches mentioned in chapter three. These were actud churches in the time that Revelaion
was written but they also give us a picture of what churches are like today. Aswe go into chapter
four, we see thet the dders arein heaven. Thisiswhere we begin to study about the things that will
happen in the future. Christ will take the Christians to heaven and then there will be seven years of ter-
rible suffering on the earth cdled the tribulation. Mot of the book of Revelation talks about those
seven years and what will happen during that time.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Explain how churches can become dead like the church a Sardis.

Explain why we should be like the church in Philadd phia

Tdl why many churches today have become like the church in Laodicea

Explain why Chrigtians do not need to worry about the tribulation.

Aswe begin reading about the church a Sardis, we see that they thought that they were dive. How-
ever, God said that they were dead. There was asmal group, however, in the church that was dive.
God promises that smal group that they will wak with Him. God says that they are worthy because
they have remained true to God in spite of the fact that the rest of the church has turned away from
God. Throughout history God has aways kept asmdl group of people that are faithful in worshipping
Him regardless of what the rest of the people have done. Even when Elijah thought that he was the
only one left, God reminded him that there were still seven thousand people that had not bowed the
kneeto Badl.

1. Read Reveation 3:1-6 and write what kind of clothes God says He will give to those that are fath-
ful.

2. Explain why God has dways keep a least asmall group that are faithful to Him regardless of how
evil the world has become.

3. Explanwhy it isimportant to you to know that God promises that those who are faithful will wak
with Him.

Those who follow Chrigt in any church are promised eternd life. They will wear the white robes of
heaven. Chrigt will spesk their names before the Father and the angels. This reminds us of the fact
that God will never rgect any true believer regardless of how sinful the world is around that believer.
However, we do have ared warning to the rest of the church a Sardis. These versestell usthat the
rest of the people in the church at Sardis were spiritudly dead. Thiswill happen to any church that
stops teaching the Word of God.
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4. Read Revelation 3:1-6 and write what Christ says about the works of the church in Sardis.

5. Explain what these verses teach about the fact that there can be individuasin a church that are true
Chrigtians even when most of the church is dead.

6. Explain why it isimportant to you to know that God will never rgect atrue believer even if that
person is having to stand aone for Christ in the place where that person is located.

Aswethink of adead church, we need to realize how a church becomes dead. A church beginsto
die when it leaves that first love that it had for Christ. The church makes the choice to |leave because
that first love is no longer important to that church. Then a church starts compromising with the world
to make the church more acceptable to those that are not Chrigtians. 1t also beginsto rgect the Word
of God. Thisleadsto snful living. Findly those in the church begin to worship other things. Even
though they till claim to be a church, God says that particular church is now deed.

7. Read Revdation 3:1-6 and write what God says about the few people that had not defiled their
garments.

8. Explain what can cause a church to go from being a strong church to a church that has become a
dead church.

9. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life from the church at Sardis.

Aswe come to the church a Philadelphia, we see that it is completely different from the church a
Sardis. Their works honored God. As aresult, God had given them an open door to serve Him.
Here we see that those that are obedient to the Lord are given open doors for ministry and service for
theLord. Aswe are obedient to the Lord, He will also open doors of service for us. If we are faithful
to the Lord, He will give us great opportunitiesto serve Him. Thereis nothing that any person could
do to stop them. Even the devil himsdf could not stop their work for the Lord.

10. Read Revdation 3:7-13 and write why God said that He had given them sirength.

11. Explain why God opens doors of ministry to Christians that are obedient in their service to Him.
12. Explain why it isimportant to you to know that when the Lord opens a door of ministry for you
that no one can shut it.

Here we see the key to a strong church or astrong Chrigtian life. Those who choose to obey the
Word of God and not deny His name will be given His strength. That iswhy it isimportant that we
sharethe Word of God at dl times. In our preaching and teaching we should be teaching what the
Word of God says and not our own ideas. The Word of God isliving and powerful and will help
Chrigtians grow and become strong.  Then they will not deny the name of Chridt. Instead they will be
equipped to speak boldly for Christ wherever they go because they are obedient to the Word.

13. Read Revelation 3:7-13 and write what God promised this church that He would do because they
had kept His Word.

14. Explain why Chrigtians are promised blessng by the Lord if they will be obedient to His Word.
15. Explain why you redlize in your own life that it isimportant to depend on the Lord for strength so
that you will not deny His name.

The church in Philadel phia was given awonderful promise as they were obedient to the Word of God.
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God promised them that He would keep them from the hour of temptation or testing that would come
upon the whole world. Thisisapromise that God would keep them from the time of the tribulation
that is described in much of the rest of the book of Revelation. That iswhy we do not need to be fear-
ful about the future if we are walking with the Lord because He is going to keep al Chrigtians from that
time of testing that will come on the entire earth. Christians are assured that they do not need to live in
fear of what will happen in the future.

16. Read Revdation 3:7-13 and write when Christ said that He would come.

17. Explain why Chrigtians can have peace because they know that Christ will take them to heaven
before the tribulation begins.

18. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life from the message to the church in the city of
Philaddphia

Thefind churchisthe churchin the city of Laodicea. This church thought that it was the perfect
church. However, as Christ examinesthis church, He points out that the church isin terrible condition.
Firdt, we see that the church is neither hot nor cold. Christ said that He would prefer achurch that is
cold to one that islukewarm. At lest acold churchisno longer pretending to worship Chrigt. A luke-
warm church is pretending to worship Chrigt but it is actudly followings its own desres instead of fal-
lowing Chrigt. The church in Laodiceawas depending on itsdlf instead of following the Lord and serv-
ing Him in His strength.

19. Read Revdation 3:14-22 and write what Chrigt says He will do with achurch that is lukewarm.
20. Explain why a church that is lukewarm is actudly depending on itsdlf rather than serving Chrig.
21. Explain why you want your church and your own life for the Lord to be alife that is hot because
you are being obedient to the Lord.

The people in the church of Laodicea thought that they were rich and had many things. They did not
fed that they needed anything. However, in the Sight of God they had nothing. The things of this
world will be worth nothing when people stand before Christ. Infact 11 Peter 3 tells us that the world
and itsworks will be burned up with flaming fire. Today many churches can boast about dl of the
things thet they have. We see though that they are building their hopes on the wrong things. Instead
God says that they must choose Hisrichesif they want to have eternd life. Chrigt saysthat Heis
telling them these things because He loves them.

22. Read Revdation 3:14-22 and write what Christ told the church at Laodiceato do.

23. Explain why this church was so sef satisfied that it had pushed Christ clear outside of the church.
24. Explain why it isimportant to you in your life to focus on your rdationship with Christ rather than
the things thet you have.

Today there are many churches like the church a Laodicea. They have become so concerned about
themselves that they have completely forgotten about Christ. They have left Christ outsde of the
church and out of their own lives asindividuals. Now Chrigt stands outside of those churches and
knocks. Chrigt wants to be invited to come back into such churches so that He can have felowship
with them again. Such churches are not listening to the voice of Christ. In fact most of them do not
even hear the voice of Christ because they are so busy with their own desires.
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25. Read Revdation 3:14-22 and write what Christ promises to do with any individud in such a
church that will invite Chrigt into hisor her life.

26. Explain what these verses teach about the fact that Christ is till concerned about the individuasin
every church including those churches that have completdly closed their doorsto Chridt.

27. Explan why it isimportant for you in your own life to make it a part of your life to enjoy fdlowship
with Chrig.

The saven churches give us a picture of the churches that have existed since the time that the church
garted. They show how many churches have turned away from God. Aswe come to chapter four,
we now begin to study the things that will happen in the future after the true church is taken to heaven.
Severd thingsin this book show us that the church has moved from the earth to heaven between chap-
tersthree and four. John wastold to write the things that he had seen, the things that are and the things
that will be hereafter. In this chapter we see that the eders are now in heaven. In the New Testament
the eders are mentioned in connection with the church and the church was amysery in the Old Testa
ment. The elders have dso been given crowns and crowns are the rewards of Chrigtiansin the New
Testament.

28. Read Revdation 4:1-11 and write where John was told to come.

29. Explain why the fact that the focus moves from the churches to afocus on heaven isaso an indica
tion that the church moves to heaven between chapters three and four.

30. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that the church will be taken to heaven
before the terrible events of the following chapters.

The fact that John is dso caled to come up to heaven is another indication that the church has moved
from the earth to heaven. In the rest of the book John will be telling dl of the things that he saw that
will happen after the church is taken to heaven. As John came to heaven, he saw twenty-four elders
gathered around the throne of God. Throughout the New Testament, the elders are the leaders of the
church. We have seen that it was their respongibility to train and equip the Chrigtians to serve Chridt.
Now the twenty-four elders are gtting on thrones. We aretold in | Corinthians 6:3 that the Chrigtians
will judge the angels. Here we see that the elders are ruling with God.

31. Read Revdation 4:1-11 and write what the elders had on their heads.

32. Explain why it isimportant to know that the church will judge angels snce the dders are Sitting on
thrones with God.

33. Explain why it is helpful for you to know that the elders are Stting on thrones with God in heaven.

The word for crown hereis the same word that is used for the rewards of Christians severd timesin
the New Testament. Here we see that the Christians have recelved their rewards before the events of
the tribulation are even mentioned. We aso see that the elders are wearing white clothes. These
clothesare a picture of the fact that as Christians we will be holy and without Sn when we enter into
heaven. That is because of the fact that Christ has placed His righteousness on us.

34. Read Revelation 4:1-11 and write what was in front of the throne.

35. Explain why it isimportant that Christians have been clothed with the righteousness of Christ in
stead of their own righteousness.

36. Explain what you are thankful to know that you will be with Christ and without sin for dl eternity.
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Around the throne are four living creatures. These four creatures dl speak of Christ. They never stop
spesking of Christ day or night. Here we have awonderful example for our own livesin thisworld.
We need to be speaking for Chrigt at dl times. These four creatures will speak of the fact that God
hes dl power and is the same in the past as He is now and as He will be in the future. We dso read
that these four living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to God.

37. Read Revdation 4:1-11 and write how the Lord is described in these verses.

38. Explan why it isimportant that these four living creatures will be speaking continualy about Chrigt.
39. Explain why you fed that it isimportant for you to spesk for Christ on this earth while you have the

opportunity.

Asthe four living creatures speek, the twenty-four eders will fal on their faces and worship God.
They redlize that He is God and that He deserves Al praise. The eders will cast their crowns at His
feet. Herewe seethat God is S0 great and so holy that we will want to give back to Him the rewards
that He has given to us. God is worthy and should receive dl glory, honor and power. Heisthe Cre-
aor that has created dl things both in the heavens and on earth.

40. Read Reveation 4:1-11 and write why God created all things.

41. Explain why we will want to throw our crowns a the feet of God after He has given them to us as
rewards.

42. Explain why you are thankful that you will be given the opportunity in heaven to give glory, honor
and praise to God.

Now reread Reveation 3:1-4:11 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned
from these chapters.
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Survey of Revelation
Lesson 3
Revdation 5:1-7:17

Today we will be starting our study of some of the things that will happen during the tribulation. How-
ever, before we begin to look & the tribulation, we will be given awonderful picture of the worship
that will happen in heaven. The tribulation is a seven-year period of very great suffering. Thetribula
tion will start right after Christ takes the church to heaven. We will see that the first haf of the tribula-
tion will be very bad. However, the second hdf of the tribulation will be much worse thet the first half.
During the lagt haf of the tribulation, the antichrist (false christ) will try to kill dl of the Jews. However,
God will not dlow him to destroy dl of the Jews but God will protect them from the antichrigt.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be adle to:

Tell aout the great honor that will be given to Chrigt in heaven.

Explain the judgments of the first x sedls.

Tell about the people that will be saved during the tribulation.

Aswe come to chapter five, we see that the saints are gathered around the throne of God in heaven.
God is holding a scroll (book) with seven sedls. An angel islooking for someone to open the sedls of
the book. Asthe angd looks, he does not find a single person in heaven, on the earth or under the
earth that is able to open the sedls of the book. Here we see that there are no people that are good
enough to open the seals. John was filled with great sorrow because there was not a single man that
was worthy to open the seals. Then one of the elderstold John not to cry. There was one person that
could open the scroll.

1. Read Revdation 5:1-14 and write who the elder said would open the scrall.

2. Explain why there was no man in heaven, or the earth or even under the earth that was worthy to
open the scrall.

3. Explain why you are thankful that this beautiful scene in heaven is described for us so that we can
know alittle of what is going to hgppen in the future,

These verses give us one of the names that Christ was given many years ago. We seetha Chrigt isthe
Lion of thetribe of Judah, the root of David. It isChrigt that isworthy to break the seals and open the
scroll. Herewe dso seethat Chrigt is standing in the middle of the dders. Christ isthe Lamb of God.
This means that the church will have the opportunity to see the One that was killed to pay the pendty
for our sin. However, the fact that Chrigt is standing points to the fact that Christ had victory over
death. The horns and the eyes give us apicture of the strength and wisdom Christ. The seven spirits
gpesk of the fullness and completeness of the Holy Spirit.

4. Read Reveation 5:1-14 and write what the twenty-four elders did when Christ took the scroll.

5. Explain why Chrigt is called the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David.

6. Explain why you are thankful that Chrigt isthe Lamb of God that was able to pay the pendty for
your Sn.
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Here we see that we are to worship Christ because He is the one that is worthy to open the scroll.
Because of the fact that Christ is worthy to open the scroll, dl of those that are gathered around the
throne will Sng anew song. The song will be a song of praiseto Christ. He was the Onethat died

and shed His blood so that we can be made right with God and enter into heaven. There will be peo-
ple in heaven from every nation and language and tribe. We dso read again that as Chrisianswe area
kingdom of priests because we are dl priests of God.

7. Read Revdation 5:1-14 and write how many were gathered around the throne of Chrigt.

8. Explain why Chrigt isthe only One that isworthy to open the scroll.

9. Explain what it meansto you in your life to know that we worship is the One that the Father saysis
worthy.

Here we see the grestest choir that will ever be gathered together. 1t will include the angdls, the living
creatures and dl of the Chrigtians. It will dso include dl of the things that God has created. All of
these will sng together because of the fact that Christ isworthy. Heisthe One that makesit possble
for usto be there because He paid the pendty for our snswith Hisblood. This song will expressthe
glory and honor and power that will belong to Christ forever and ever.

10. Read Reveation 5:1-14 and write what the elders will do asthey worship.

11. Explain why it isimportant that people of every kindred and tongue and people and nation will be
apart of thisgreat chair.

12. Explain why you are thankful for the fact that you will have the opportunity to Sng your praise to
Chrigt for what He has done for you.

Aswe come to chapter s, Christ begins to open the sedls of the scroll. These sedls contain the first
group of terrible judgments that will happen on the earth during the seven years of tribulation. The first
sed has one that goes out to conquer the world. Thisisthe antichrit (false christ) that will rule over the
world during the seven years of the tribulation. He will beriding on awhite horse. He will conquer the
earth and during that time he will bein control of the earth. It isthis antichrist that will cause the Jews
and dl those who begin to follow Christ during the tribulation to suffer.

13. Read Revelation 6:1-6 and write what kind of a horse comes after the white horse.

14. Explain how it will be like in the world when the person that is ruling the entire world is againgt
Chrigt.

15. Explain why you are thankful that as a Chrigtian you do not need to worry about being under the
control of the antichrigt.

The red horse has the power to take peace from the earth. Here we see that the second sedl iswar.
People will begin to kill each other. The antichrist will aso kill many people. This reminds us again of
the hatred that people have in their hearts. Without Christ contralling their lives, people are quick to
fight and kill. Thereisatremendous desire in the hearts of snful peopleto get even. Thisistrue both
between individuals and between nations. Only Christ can bring genuine peace. However, thosein
the world have chosen to follow the antichrist and he serves Satan.  John 10:10 tells us that the god of
Satan isdwaysto sted, to kill and to destroy.
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16. Read Revelation 6:1-6 and write what kind of a horse comes after the red horse.

17. Explain what the fact that peace will be taken from the earth shows about the desire of sinful peo-
pleto get even.

18. Explain why you redize how thankful you can be that Christ changed the evil desires of your heart
when you placed your trust in Him.

The black horse hasascdein hishand. This scde isweighing the food of people. 1t will take an en
tire days wages to buy one quart of wheat which is normaly enough to feed about one person for a
day. Herewe seethat there will be famine and starvation. People will not be able to buy enough food
to satisfy their hunger. Instead they will be hungry al of thetime. Here we see that there will be star-
vation and many people will die because they do not have money to buy the food needed to survive.
Thistells us that conditions will become very severe during the tribulation and that many will die of
darvation.

19. Read Revelation 6:1-6 and write what the third horse was told not to hurt.

20. Explain why these verses teach us that many people will probably die of starvation during the tribu-
lation.

21. Explain why you can be thankful that you and dl other Christians will be taken to heaven before
the tribulation gtarts.

The fourth horse will be apae horse. He will be given the power to kill one fourth of the peoplein the
world. Hewill usefour thingsto kill these people. Two of these things have aready been mentioned.
Thefirg iswar. The second ishunger. When there iswar and famine, disease is one of the things that
usudly follows. Thethird cause of desth isnot mentioned but it is likely that the third cause of deeth
will be various kinds of diseases and plagues. The find kind of deeth during thistime will come from
thewild animas. Thefaminewill be S0 severe that the wild animas will become so hungry that they
will begin to kill people.

22. Read Reveation 6:7-17 and write who John saw under the dtar.

23. Explain why various diseases and plagues will destroy many people during the time of the tribula:
tion.

24. Explain why you think that God will dlow these various things to kill one-fourth of the population
of the earth.

During the tribulation, there will be people on the earth that will be speaking for God. These will be
people that place their trust in Chrigt after the Chrigtians are taken to heaven. Many of these people
will be killed because they speak for God. Satan will try to destroy as many as possible to keep more
people from placing their trust in Christ. When these people ask God when He is going to judge the
people that killed them, God says thet His judgment will wait alittle longer until these evil people have
been dlowed to kill afew more of those that have followed God by placing ther faith in Chridt.

25. Read Revdation 6:7-17 and write the first thing that happens when the sixth sedl is opened.

26. Explain why those that are killed for their faith will want to know when God is going to judge the
gn of thase who do the killing.

27. Explain what these verses show you about the desire of Satan to get rid of any people that speak
for God.
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Up to this point most of the judgments are those that peaple bring on themsdves because of their sin.
Now we have come to the point where God is going to redlly begin to show His power to the world.
First he sends agreat earthquake. Thisis one thing that causes people to be more fearful than amost
anything e'se. However, we reed that God will aso be causing things to hgppen to the sun, moon and
dars. The idands and the mountains will dso be moving from ther places. Everyone will be filled with
fear. They will hidein therocks and in the caves.

28. Read Reveations 6:7-17 and write what the people will say to the mountains and the rocks.

29. Explain why people will be so filled with fear as they see God begin to bring judgment on them.

30. Explain what you think will happen in the minds of people when they begin to see God use the
forces of nature to bring judgment on them.

While these sedl judgments are happening on the earth, God is dso completing His plan for the salva:
tion of mankind. God has put His mark on those that He has chosen before the angels begin to bring
judgment on the earth. Thismark is placed on them to keep them dive until God has completed His
work of savation in their lives. God aso chooses a group of men to bring this message of sdvation to
theworld. God chooses this group of witnesses from the twelve tribes of 1sradl.

31. Read Revdation 7:1-17 and write how many witnesses will be in this group.

32. Explain why God puts His mark on those that He has chosen to prevent their desth until they have
placed their trust in Chrigt.

33. Explain how this mark helps you to understand that God will be showing mercy to people even
during the tribulation.

Here we see that there will be twelve thousand men chosen from each of the twelve tribes of Isradl.
However, onething isunusud. The twelve tribesincluded two tribes from Joseph because his father
gave him the blessing and the double portion of the inheritance. Usudly the tribe of Levi isnot in-
cluded in alist of the twelve tribes because they were the priests. However, their work as priests
ended with the deeth of Christ. Asaresult, they areincluded in thislist. Thetribe of Dan isleft out
insgead. Many think that the tribe of Dan was left out because that was the firgt tribe to turn to idol
worship.

34. Read Revdation 7:1-17 and write who John saw come and stand before Chrigt.

35. Explain why God chooses the twelve tribes of the nation of Isradl to be His witnesses during the
tribulation.

36. Explain how this event helps you to understand that the blessing given to Joseph by Jacob has had
an impact from thet time until atime that is dill future.

Those who have heard the Gospd before Christ comes to take the Christians to heaven will believe
the lie of the devil according to Il Thessalonians 2:9-12. Asaresult, those who have heard and re-
jected Chrigt before the tribulation will not believe during the tribulation. However, there are many in
the world that have never heard of Christ. In fact that number isincreasing every day. The 144,000
Jews will share the Gospd with these that have never heard of Christ. Asaresult, agrest group of
people from dl tribes and nations of the earth will place ther trust in Chridt.
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37. Read Revelation 7:1-17 and write what this great group of people will say when they stand before
the throne of God.

38. Explain how God shows His mercy by giving those that have never heard of Christ the opportunity
to hear and believe during the tribulation.

39. Explain why you are thankful for the fact that God shows His mercy to people in every period of

higory.

One of the ederswill ask God about this large group of people that have placed their faith in Chrigt.
God answers that these are the ones that have been saved during the greet tribulation. They have had
their ans removed by the blood of Christ. Now they will be given the privilege of serving Chrigt dso.
They will never be hungry or thirsty again. Christ will give them spiritual food and meet their spiritud
thirgt by leading them to the fountain of living water

40. Read Revelation 7:1-17 and write one other things that God will do for them.

41. Explain why the death of Christ and the shedding of His blood saves people in every period of his-
tory.

42. Explain why you are thankful that you personaly placed your faith in Christ and trusted in the fact
that it was His blood that paid for your Sins.

Now reread Revedation 5:1-7:17 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned
from these chapters.
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Survey of Revelation
Lesson 4
Reveation 8:1-10:11

In our last lesson we studied the first Sx sed judgments. The seventh sedl brings us to another group
of judgments that are called the trumpet judgments. Today in our study we will learn about the judg-
ments that go with the first Sx trumpets. In our last [esson we saw that one fourth of the people of the
world will bekilled. In thislesson we will see that another third of the people of the world will be
killed. This meansthat in avery short time more than haf of the people of the world will be killed.
Wewill aso seethat the judgments continue to become more severe.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Explain the meaning of each of the trumpet judgments.

Explain what John was told to do.

As everyone in heaven saw the terrible judgments of the seventh sedl, they stopped singing and be-
came completdy slent for haf an hour. Under this seventh sedl were seven more judgments caled the
trumpet judgments and after them would come the bowl judgments. Thefirst four judgments will bring
judgment to the creation. The last three judgments will bring judgment to the people.  Their judgments
will begin as soon as each angel sounds the trumpet that isin hishand. Before the angdls Sarted
sounding their trumpets, we read that al of the saints prayed.

1. Read Revelaion 8:1-13 and write what happened when the first angd blew his trumpet.

2. Explain why the fact that everyone in heaven stopped singing for haf an hour shows that this was
going to be avery terrible series of judgments.

3. Explain why you understand that God will be doing whét is right when He brings these judgments
ongn.

Here we see that God begins to judge the earth. One-third of the trees and dl of the grass are de-
sroyed. Thisjudgment of the earth actudly judges the people of the earth because it means that part
of the food supply of the world is destroyed. This judgment happens as God alows the angel to de-
droy the trees and grass with acombination of hail, fire and blood. The judgment is followed by the
second angel blowing histrumpet. The second trumpet is ajudgment of the seas and the oceans. Asa
result of thisjudgment, one-third of the seaanimals, the fish and the ships are destiroyed. This affects
both the food supply and also begins to destroy some people that are on the ships.

4. Read Revelation 8:1-13 and write what happened when the third angel sounded his trumpet.

5. Explain why the judgment of the earth will begin to affect the people of the earth in greater and
greater ways.

6. Explain what you learn from the fact that God brings judgment on the earth before bringing judg-
ment on the people of the earth.
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Thethird trumpet judgment touches the fresh water of the earth. We seethat it will affect therivers,
the streams, the lakes and the sorings. One-third of al of the fresh water will become bitter. This bit-
ter water will become o bitter that it will kill dl those that drink it. Asaresult, many people will die
because they drink this bitter water. However, the judgments get worse. The fourth judgment will &-
fect the whole universe. One-third of the sun, moon and stars will be darkened so that they do not
givethar light. Herewe see ared picture of the great power of God. Heis able to destroy everything
that He chooses. Thereis nothing that can resst His judgment when God decides to judge the uni-
verse.

7. Read Revelation 8:1-13 and write what an angel flying through heaven says about the people of the
earth.

8. Explain how the judgment of the whole universe shows the greatness of the power of God to the
people of the world.

9. Explain why these judgments that affect the people of the earth gives you a greater desire to pray
for the sdvation of those that are not Chrigtians.

By his statement of woe, woe, woe to the people of the earth, the angd is warning that the judgments
that have aready happened are nothing compared to the judgments that are yet to come. Aswe have
read about these judgments, we redlize that those described dready are terrible. However, those
judgments that are till to come are even worse. Here we see why it is so important to share the
Gospel with others now so that they can have the opportunity to become Christians now. Those who
place their trugt in Christ will not be here on the earth when this terrible suffering comes.

10. Read Revdation 8:1-13 and write how the darkening of the sun, moon and stars will affect each
day.

11. Explain why Chrigtians should have a great concern for those who have not placed their faith in
Chrigt especidly aswe think of these coming judgments.

12. Explain why these judgments that will come on the people of the earth give you a greater concern
to share the Gospel with those who have not placed their faith in Chrig.

Aswe come to the fifth trumpet, we see another kind of judgment that God will alow on the earth.
We see that locusts that come from the bottomless pit carry out this judgment. These locusts are not
ordinary locugts. Since they come from the bottomless pit, they are actually demons that take the form
of locusts. These demons will only have ashort timeto carry out their evil. An ordinary locust egts
grass. However, these locusts will bite or sing peopleinstead. Their bite or sing will be like the sting
of ascorpion. That isavery panful ging.

13. Read Revdation 9:1-12 and write what the locusts will do rather than kill men.

14. Explain why this judgment will affect people in an even greater way thet the earlier judgments &-
fected them.

15. Explain why you think that people will till rgect Chrigt even though they are experiencing such
painful judgments.

The suffering from these locusts will be very gregt. A scorpion gives avery painful sing. In fact the
sting of ascorpion isthe most painful kind of ating that a person can receive. It will be so painful that
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people will wish that they could die. Instead they will continue to suffer from the pain. Here we see
that people will think that desth would be better than suffering such pain but they will continue to suffer
ingead. We do see though that these locusts will not be able to sting al people. Instead there are
some people that will protected from the sting of these locusts.

16. Read Revdation 9:1-12 and write what group the locusts will not be able to sting.

17. Explain what these verses show about the fact that people are willing to choose to suffer rather
than repent.

18. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know some of these things that are going to
happen in the future.

We see that God will protect those that He has chosen. Just as the terrible plagues of Egypt did not
hurt the people of Israd, the suffering from these locusts will not touch those who have placed their
trust in Christ during the tribulation. God will protect the 144,000 Jews that He has chosen to be His
witnesses during the tribulation. He will dso protect dl of the people that place their trust in Christ asa
result of the witness of the 144,000 Jews. We can cdl those who will believe during this time tribula-
tion saints. Here we see that God protects and cares for those who place ther trust in Christ and fal-
low Him.

19. Read Revelation 9:1-12 and write the Hebrew and Greek names of the one who leads these lo-
cugts that come from the bottomless pit.

20. Explain what these verses teach about the fact that God will make a distinction between those who
believe and those who reject in this judgment.

21. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life from this judgment.

As we come to the sixth trumpet, we see that God begins to gather people for judgment. We read
that a great army from the east is going to come.  Although this army is coming to destroy, God is ac-
tudly bringing them 0 that He can judge and destroy a very large number of people. We read that
one-third of the people will be destroyed by this demonic army. God is even going to cause the Eu-
phrates River to become dry o that this great army can crosstheriver easily. God will loose four de-
monic angelsto lead this demonic army. Thisarmy will be a huge army much larger than the world has
ever seen gathered together before.

22. Read Reveation 9:13-21 and write how many will bein thisarmy.

23. Explain why God says that there is a set hour, day, month and year for which this judgment has
been prepared.

24. Explain why you think that God is going to make it easer for this army to come againg the people
if Isradl by drying up the Euphrates River.

We go on to read that God will loose these four demonic angelsto lead this great army of demonic an
gds. Herewe seethat God has control even over the demons. From the mouths of these angd s will
come fire and smoke and brimstone. Brimstone isrock that is so hot that it ismelted. This means that
the temperature of brimstone is actudly severd thousand degrees hot. With these three things, the de-
monic angelswill kill one-third of the population. This means that this judgment is a very severe judg-
ment againgt mankind.
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25. Read Revdation 9:13-21 and write what those who remain dive will not do even though so many
people have been killed.

26. Explain why these demonic angels show that just like Satan their god isto stedl and to kill and to
destroy.

27. Explain how thisjudgment shows you that the goa of Satan and his demonsis dways to kill and
destroy.

Herewe see ared picture of the anfulness of mankind. Even though these people have seen the judg-
ment of God, they will not turn from their Sns. Insteed they will continue to worship demons. They
will continue to make and worship idols that cannot see, hear or walk. They will not turn from any of
their ans. Here we see ared picture of the sinfulness of mankind. The hearts of thosewho arein re-
bellion againg God arefilled with evil.

28. Read Revdation 9:13-21 and write why people will continue to worship these idols that they have
made.

29. Explain why these verses show that mankind is so sinful that no one will repent unless God draws
them to Chrigt.

30. Explain why it isimportant for you to understand the terrible Snfulness thet isin the hearts of peo-
ple.

Before we come to the seventh trumpet, we see that God sends an angd to spesk. Thisange comes
with an open book or scroll. The angel places one foot on the land and the other foot in the sea. Here
we see again the fact that the judgment of God covers the entire earth including both the land and the
sea. Thereis no place where mankind can go to escape the judgment of God. After the angdl spesks,
there are seven thunders. These thunders are probably seven more judgments. However, we do not
know exactly what isincluded in these thunders.

31. Read Revdation 10:1-11 and write what John was told to do with the seven thunders.

32. Explain why God does not tell us about dl of the judgments that will come on the earth during the
tribulation.

33. Explain why you think that God chose to keep the things included in the seven thunders a secret.

God has reveded to us some very terrible judgments that will come on the earth during the tribulation.
However, He did not want us to read about dl of these judgments. God is kegping some of them a
secret. The angel startsto speak. He saysthat God will delay His judgment no longer. The rest of
the judgments will come one after another until God has completed His judgment of the earth. God
has waited along time to judge the earth. However, when He findly judges the earth, that judgment
will come quickly. Then John was told to take the scroll and edt it.

34. Read Revelation 10:1-11 and write how the angel said that the scroll would taste.

35. Explain why God says that He will finish the judgments quickly once He starts to bring the judg-
ments.

36. Explain why you think that God has been so patient and waited so long to judge the snfulness of
mankind.

We will seethat this scroll contains the judgments of God. At firgt it sounds good to hear that God will
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bring judgment of the evil people on the earth. We redlize that once sin has been judged that we will
be with Him for dl eternity. Thisis the sweetness when we firg hear the message of judgment. How-
ever, when we think about this message, it also causes us great sorrow. Some of those who will be
judged may be our own relatives. It might even include our brothers, Sgters, parents or children. Here
againgt we have area warning that we need to be busy telling others about Christ so thet they can
place thar trust in Him and not need to live during the time of this greet judgment.

37. Read Revdation 10:1-11 and write what John was told the scroll would be as soon as he had
egten it.

38. Explain why Chrigtians are filled with joy when we think about the fact that we will be with Christ
for dl eternity.

39. Explain what you learn about the importance of sharing the Gospd with others from these verses.

John goes on to tdll us why the message that the angdl gave him caused him to have great sorrow. He
knew that it meant judgment for many people. John was told that he must prophesy again about many
peoples and nations, and tongues and kings. Here we see that the message of judgment is not just a
message about the judgment of one smdl group or people. Ingtead it isamessage of judgment for dl
of the people that will remain on the earth. Every single person in the world that does not follow Christ
will one day be judged.

40. Read Revelation 10:1-11 and write what John did when the angel told him to eat the scroll.

41. Explain why the message that judgment is coming should cause dl Christians to have greet sorrow
and concern for those that have not placed their trust in Christ.

42. Explain why it isimportant to you to warn those who have not trusted Christ of their need to pre-
pare for coming judgmen.

Now reread Revelation 8:1-10:11 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned
from these chapters today.
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Survey of Revelation
Lesson 5
Revelation 11:1-12:17

Today we will be studying about the two witnesses that Christ sent to the earth to warn peopleto turn
from their Sn. These two witnesses will be sent to give this message for aperiod of three and a hdf
years. Mo people will rgect their message. These men will findly be killed and their bodies will be
dlowed to liein the streets of Jerusdem for three and ahaf days. The only time we read about the
people in the tribulation rgoicing is during the three and a hdf days that their dead bodies are laying on
the gtreet. Then Chrigt will raise them from the dead and take them to heaven as their enemies wetch.
We will dso learn about the efforts of Satan to destroy Christ and the Jews.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be adle to:

Explan the purpose of the two witnesses.

Tdl why the twenty-four elders are rgoicing.

Tell how Satan tried to destroy Chrigt.

Explain the reason why Satan il continues to persecute the Jews.

As we begin this chapter, John istold to measure the temple. However, heistold not to measure the
outside court because the Gentiles will tread on it for forty-two months. From severa placesin the
Bible, we see that the tribulation will last for seven years. We see that the tribulation is divided into
two periods of forty-two months (1260) days. During the first hdf of the tribulation, the Jews will not
be persecuted. However, during the last half of the tribulation, there will be grest persecution of the
Jews and the antichrigt will contral the city of Jerusdem. Thisiswhen he and the other Gentiles will
trample the city under their feet.

1. Read Revdation 11:1-14 and write to whom God will give power.

2. Explain why the antichrist will pretend to be afriend of the Jews during the first haf of the tribula-
tion.

3. Explain what you learn for your own life about the fact that Satan and the antichrist will work to de-
ceive the Jews.

During thefirgt hdf of the tribulation, Christ will have two specid witnesses in addition to the 144,000.
These two men will be wearing clothes made out of sackcloth. These will be like two lampstands for
God that give light to the world as they spesk about Christ. These men will have great power. If any
person triesto hurt or kill them, firewill come out of their mouths and destroy those that are trying to
hurt them. They will have power to stop therain. They will be able to turn the water into blood. They
will be able to cause plagues on the earth. No one will be able to hurt them until they have completed
their work.

4. Read Revdaion 11:1-14 and write who will kill them when they have completed the work that
God has given them to do.
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5. Explain why God will give these two witnesses great power againgt any that would try to hurt them.
6. Explain why you think that it isimportant that God will send these two men to share the message
about Chrigt with the world.

At the middle of the seven years of the tribulation, the antichrist will show what heisredly like. He will
put hisimage in the temple and begin a great persecution of the Jews. One of the things that he will do
iskill these two witnesses. Instead of burying them, the people will just leave them lying in the Street of
Jerusalem, the city where Christ was crucified. All of the people will seetheir dead bodies lying in the
dreet. Thosewho hate God will be filled with joy. Infact thisisthe only time that we see that the
people of the world have joy throughout the book of Revelation. They will even give presentsto each
other because the two witnesses have been killed.

7. Read Revdation 11:1-14 and write what will happen to the two witnesses after three daysand a
half.

8. Explan why the one thing that makes people rgoice during the tribulation is the killing of the two
witnesses.

9. Explain why you think that the people of the world will not bury the dead bodies of the two wit-
NEesses.

God will raise the two witnesses from the dead. They will stland on their feet and cause the people to
be filled with fear. Then God will spesk from heaven and tell the two men to come up to heaven. As
their enemies watch, they will be taken to heaven. Thiswill cause greet fear to come on dl of the peo-
plethat seethemrise. God will dso send an earthquake that will destroy one tenth of Jerusdlem and
kill seven thousand people. Those who remain will recognize that the power of God caused these
things. However, they will be like people today. They will recognize the power of God but will refuse
to follow Christ.

10. Read Revdations 11:1-14 and write what God says will come quickly.

11. Explain why the people will be forced to recognize that God exists when they see what happens to
the two witnesses.

12. Explain why you think that people will till refuse to follow Christ even though they recognize the
power of God.

Now we will read about the seventh trumpet. We will learn the results of this trumpet in both thisles-
son and the next lesson. Asthe angel sounds the trumpet, there are voices in heaven that say, “The
kingdom of thisworld is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ, and He shdl reign forever
and ever.” With the sounding of this trumpet, the end of the judgment of this earth can now be seen.
Soon Chrigt will be ruling over the earth. This causes gredt rgjoicing in heaven. Here we see thet the
scene in heaven will be very different from the scene on the earth. Heaven will be filled with joy and
rgoicing as everyone there looks forward to the time when Chrigt will rule.

13. Read Revdation 11:15-19 and write what the twenty-four elders will do when they receive this
message.

14. Explain why those in heaven will be looking forward to the fact that Chrigt will soon rule while
those on earth are living in grest fear.
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15. Explain why you think thet the people living in the world right now are dready living in fear even
though the tribulation has not yet Sarted.

There will be great joy and thanksgiving as those in heaven see what Chrigt will do. They see again
that Christ has al power and will rule the earth. Those in heaven will be expressng their thanks as they
recognize the greatness of God. They will dso spesk of the fact that God is the unchangeable Onein
the padt, the present and the future. The time has come when Chrigt will judge the nations because
they have rebelled againgt Him. Then Chrigt will give rewards to His servants. These rewards will be
given to the prophets and the saints.

16. Read Revdation 11:15-19 and write how these prophets and saints are described.

17. Explain why al those in heaven can have such joy while those on earth have such anger.

18. Explain why you think that God gives us allittle picture of what is going on in heaven while the
tribulation is happening on the earth.

There will be grest anger on the earth and the nations will be very angry as they continue their rebellion
agangt God. Herewe seethat dl those that follow Christ will be rewarded. It does not matter
whether we were important or not. God will reward al of us because we have followed Him. God
will dso destroy those who have rebdled againgt Him. However, before we see thisfind judgment,
we see the temple of God in heaven. In that temple isthe ark of God' s covenant. The ark wasthe
place where God met His people in the Old Testament. Now just before the fina judgment, God is
showing that He is il faithful to His people.

19. Read Reveation 11:15-19 and write what happens to the temple in heaven.

20. Explain why God tells us many times in the New Testament that He is going to reward those who
folow Him.

21. Explain what it meansto you to know that God will reward you and al other believers that follow
Him.

We go on to read about severd different people in chapter twelve. First we read about a woman that
IS preparing to have achild. Then we read about a dragon that is ready to destroy that child as soon
asitisborn. We read thet the child will rule dl nations. This child was aso caught up to be with God
in heaven. Herewe seethat Chrig isthe child that is mentioned in these verses. This meansthat the
woman isthe nation of Israel because Christ came from that nation. The dragon is Satan who tried to
destroy Christ many times while Christ was on the earth. We see that Satan is dill trying to fight
agang Chrig during the tribulation.

22. Read Revelation 12:1-6 and write how many heads and horns Satan has in these verses.

23. Explain why Satan tried so hard to destroy Chrigt at the first coming of Christ and till continues to
fight againg Him.

24. Explain why you think that Satan is very angry because of the fact that he cannot destroy Chrigt.

In chapter seventeen we will see that these heads are the places where the power of Satanrules. The

ten heads are ten kings. We will learn more about these when we come to chapter seventeen. How-
ever, we see here that Satan will take complete control of various governments and use them for his
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own purposes. These governments will think that they are in control but Satan will use them exactly
the way that he wants to use them. Here we see apicture of sinful people today. Many peoplein the
world think that they are free. Instead we see that they are actudly under the control of Satan.

25. Read Revelation 12:1-6 and write how many stars Satan will cast to the earth.

26. Explain why Satan will find it easy to deceive these governments and use them to carry out his pur-
POSES.

27. Explain why you think that those who desire to do evil are easily decaived by the tricks of the
devil.

In the book of Job we read that the angels are called stars. When Satan rebelled against God, we see
that one third of the angdlsfollowed him. Satan and the other fallen angdls have done everything possi-
ble to destroy Christ and the nation of Isragl. Here we see again that Satan and the fdlen angels will
try again to destroy Isradl. However, God will protect and feed the Jews for three and a hdlf yearsin
thewilderness. Satan will be stopped again before this his last opportunity to destroy the Jews before
he is bound for athousand years.

28. Read Reveation 12:1-6 and write who will prepare the place where the Jaws will flee from Satan
and those who follow him.

29. Explain what these verses teach us about the character and nature of Satan.

30. Explain how these verses help you to understand that the god of Satan isawaysto sted, to kil
and to destroy.

We go on to read about Satan and his angels being cast out of heaven. Michad is the one that leads
the angels that fight for God. We see that God gives Michadl and the good angdls victory over the
devil and hisangels. Asareault, Satan is cast out of heaven. We dso read that Satan is the one that
deceives the whole world. This has dways been the god of Satan. We dso read that Satan isthe ac-
cuser of the brethren. Here we see that one of the things that Satan doesis try to accuse Chrigtians of
sn. Hisaccusations are correct because we do sn. However, | John 2:1-2 tells us that Christis our
advocate that speaks for us and tells the Father that He died for us and we have accepted His pay-
ment. God then says that He is satisfied with the payment.

31. Read Revdation 12:7-17 and write what overcomes (has victory over) Satan.

32. Explain why Christians do not need to worry even though Satan is the accuser of the brethren.

33. Explain why you are thankful that Christ speaks for you when Satan accuses you of an.

These versestdl us the thing that gives us victory over Satan. Through the blood of Chrigt we have
victory because Christ had victory over Satan when He died and rose again. Just as we have victory
today, those who follow Christ during the tribulation will dso have victory. They will be able to spesk
boldly for Christ because it will not matter to them if they are killed for Chrigt. The reason that Satan
will be trying so hard to kill the believers during the tribulation is due to the fact that he redizes that he
only has ashort time | eft.

34. Read Revdation 12:7-17 and write who el se Satan will persecute.

35. Explain why Satan will try to stedl, kill and destroy right to the very end.

36. Explan why Chrigt is ableto give victory to dl that follow Him as they yidd themsdves to Chris.
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Here we see that Satan is S0 filled with hate that he wants to destroy the nation from which Christ
came. Satan tried many timesto destroy Israel before Christ was born. He has tried many times since
the birth of Christ to destroy the Jews. Even today Satan is continuing to try and get various nationsto
try and destroy the Jews. However, during the tribulation, Satan will make hislast grest effort to de-
groy the Jews. He will try harder then than he has ever tried before. We see though that God will
protect and feed the Jaws in the wilderness for three and a half years.

37. Read Revdation 12:7-17 and write what God will give to the people of Isradl to help them escape
to the wilderness.

38. Explain why Satan has tried so hard to destroy the Jews even though most of the Jews have not
followed Chrigt.

39. Explain why you are thankful that God is going to protect the Jaws from this attempt by Satan to
destroy them.

We see that Satan will try everything possible to destroy the Jews. Hewill even try to destroy them
with aflood. However, God will stop the water by opening ahole in the earth. Then Satan will make
war againg the Jews. During thistime Satan will be filled with even grester hate because the Jews will
be obeying the commandments of God. Here we as0 see the reason why Satan persecutes the Chris-
tianstoday. Satan hates every person that is obedient to God. He will do whatever he can to destroy
those that are obedient to God.

40. Read Revelation 12:7-17 and write what €l se Satan hates about those who keep the command-
ments of God.

41. Explain why Satan has such a hatred against anyone that chooses to obey God instead of choosing
to continue to follow him.

42. Explain why you are thankful that God protects and cares for dl of those that choose to be obedi-
ent to Him.

Reread Revelation 11:1-12:17 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned from
these chapters today.
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Survey of Revelation
L esson 6
Revedation 13:1-14:20

Today we are going to learn about the way that the antichrist will gain the power to rule the world.
We see that the center of this power will bein the old Roman Empire. Thisis shown by comparing
Danid 7:24 and Reveation 17:12 where those verses speak of the fact that the ten heads are ten
kings. We will see how the antichrist will use the power gained through these nations to gain power
over thewholeworld. In our sudy today we will dso get a picture of the greet battle that is caled the
Battle of Armageddon. Thisisactudly aseries of battles. In these battles there will be so many killed
that the blood will be as high asthe bridle of ahorse.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be adle to:

Tdl how the antichrigt will gain power in the world.

Explain the purpose of the mark of the beadt.

Tell what we learn about the 144,000.

Explain what we learn about Armageddon.

Aswe begin this chapter, we read about a beast risng out of the sea. We see that this beast has saven
heads and ten horns. On his horns are ten crowns. Reveation 17:12 tells us that the ten horns are ten
kings. Daniel 7:23-24 tells us that these ten kings will come out of the fourth greet world empire which
is the Roman empire. Rome was a great world empire that controlled most of the continent of Europe
and most of the other nations that surround the Mediterranean Sea. 1t was people from many of these
countries that later controlled the governments in many other parts of the world. Here we see that this
beast will have great power.

1. Read Reveation 13:1-10 and write who will give this beast power.

2. Explain why the fact that the countries that formerly were a part of the Roman Empire and those
that they controlled will give the antichrist avery greet influence.

3. Explain why comparing the versesin Revelation 17:12 and Daniel 7:23-24 help you to understand
alittle more about this beast.

We dso read that this beast will be both a political and ardigiousruler. He will have politica power
and he will be worshipped. This beedt is the one that will have power over theten kings. This means
that he must be a man that rules with great power. This helps us to understand that the antichrist will
be aman but will be exercising his power with the power of Satan. In recent years there have been
various atemptsto try and organize a rdigious council that would include dl of the rdigions of the
world. The leader of this organization or aSmilar organization would have greet religious power as
well as great politica power.

4. Read Revdation 13:1-10 and write what happens to one of the heads of the beast.

5. Explain why a person with both religious power and politica power would have greet power
around the world.
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6. Explain what lessons you learn from these verses about the power that the antichrist will exercise
during the tribulation.

Thisfdse leader will be killed. Whether thisis an actud deeth or an imitation by Satan will not matter.
It will cause the world to be filled with wonder. Then Satan will perform amiracle and raise this per-
son back to life again. As aresult, the whole world will be amazed and will worship this false leader,
the antichrigt. 1l Thessaonians 2 tells us that those who have heard about Christ and failed to place
their trust in Christ before the Chrigtians were taken to heaven will believe the lie of the wicked one
(antichrist). Here we see that this man will cause the entire world to believe in him when he comes
back to life. Hewill speak many evil things againgt God.

7. Read Revelation 13:1-10 and write how long the antichrist will have this power.

8. Explain how the antichrist will use this deadly wound to deceive the world and gain world power.
9. Explanwhy it isimportant for you to understand that Satan is the decelver and that thiswill be his
greatest deception.

Thisantichrist will make war with the saints. From Romans 11 we learn that dl of the Jaws will turn to
Chrigt 0 these saintswill include dl of the Jews. Reveation 7 dso tells us that there will be alarge
group from every tribe and nation that will become saints during the tribulation. These saints will be the
only peoplein the entire world that will not worship the beast (antichrist). Everyone ese will worship
him. We read though that God will judge the antichrist and kill him because he has killed many of the
saints of God.

10. Read Revdation 13:1-10 and write what will happen to the one that kills with the sword.

11. Explain what these verses teach about the antichrist and how he will be able to deceive the people
of the world.

12. Explan why it isimportant to you to be able to explain to others how the antichrist will gain his
power.

We go on to read about a second beast (the false prophet). This beast comes from the land. Heis
not as powerful asthefirst beast. He only hastwo horns. However, he has a voice like adragon.
This beast does not try to get people to worship him. Instead he gets them to worship the first beast
(the antichrist). Here we see the unhaly trinity composed of Satan, the antichrist and the false prophet.
Here we see that Satan is seeking to imitate God. This beast dso has great power and heis ableto
cause fire to come down out of heaven. He will dso be able to do other miracles. Asaresult, he will
decelve and trick the people.

13. Read Revelation 13:11-18 and write what this second beast will tell the people to make.

14. Explain why Satan tries to imitate both the resurrection and the Trinity by giving life to the antichrist
after the deadly wound and by this unhaly trinity.

15. Explain what you learn about the way that Satan will use his power to deceive dl those that do not
place their trust in Chridt.

Here we see that the second beast will use dl of his efforts to get the people to worship the first besst.
This second beast will cause thisimage (Statue) of the first beast to gppear to cometo life. Theimage
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will begin to speak. Since Satan does not have the power to give actud life, thiswill probably be an
evil spirit speeking through the mouth of thisimage. He will aso command that those that do not wor-
ship him should be put to desth. He will cause dl people to worship him whether they arerich or
poor. Here we see that this unholy trinity is working together to try and gain total control of the earth
and of the people.

16. Read Revelation 13:11-18 and write what the beast will cause dl of the people on the earth to re-
ceive.

17. Explain how these verses help us to understand some of the things that Satan will use to deceive
the people.

18. Explain why you think that God is showing us here that the god of Satan isto control the entire
earth and dl of the people on the earth.

The beast will try to require every person to teke this mark ether in their right hand or in their fore-
heads. This mark isto show that these individuds dl worship the beast (antichrist). In order to try and
make everyone worship him, the beast will not allow people to buy or sdl anything if they do not have
thismark. They will be required to take this mark in order to be able to buy any food. They will not
be able to el anything to anyone unless they have taken this mark. Here we see again how hard Sa-
tan works to try and get people to turn away from God.

19. Read Revelation 13:11-18 and write what number every person will be required to take.

20. Explain why the antichrist will require every person to take the mark of the beast in order to buy or
Al

21. Explain why you think that modern technology will make it very easy for the antichrist to make
people take this mark.

We also read some additiona things about the 144,000 that will be witnessesfor Christ. These are
the men that will speek for Chrigt during the tribulation. They will dso Sng a new song before the
throne of Chrigt. It will be a song that no one ese knows. We aso read that these men will be ones
that set themselves apart for God. They will use dl of their time to spesk for Chrigt asthey serve Him.
They will fully follow Christ in dl that they say and do.

22. Read Revdation 14:1-8 and write what is found in their mouths.

23. Explain why these 144,000 will set themsdlves gpart to serve Christ and spesk of Him to the peo-
ple of theworld.

24. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life from these men.

Here we see that these witnesses will spesk the truth. They will not spesk fasewords. They will not
try to twigt their message in any way. Asthey stand in front of the throne of God, they stand without
gn. Herewe have areminder of the fact that when we stand before God that we will aso dl be with-
out Sn as we stand before Him. Thisistrue because of the fact that Christ paid the pendty for sn and
our sinswere blotted out at the moment we placed our trust in Christ.

25. Read Revdation 14:1-8 and write what John saw fly through heaven.

26. Explain why everyone that places ther trust in Christ will stand before God without any Sin in their
lives
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27. Explain why you are thankful that God has blotted out your sins and buried them in the depths of
thesea

We a0 read about some angels that speak. Thefirst angel announces that the people of the earth are
now having their last opportunity to accept the salvetion that Christ offers. If they wait now, it will be
too late because a second angel comes with amessage of judgment. The second angel announces that
Babylon has falen. We will read more about the judgment of Babylon in our study of chapters 17 and
18. Here we see two reasons why Babylonisjudged. First, Babylon isjudged because of her own
sn and immorality. The second reason for judgment is the fact that she has caused the other nationsto
sin with her. Here we see that God has a worse judgment for those that lead others the wrong way.
28. Read Revedation 14:1-8 and write what the first angd tells people to worship.

29. Explain why God sends the first angel with the message of everlasting savation and the second an-
ge with amessage of judgment.

30. Explain why you are thankful that God adways offers mercy to people before bringing judgment to
those who reject.

The third angd aso brings a message of judgment. Thisisthe judgment of dl that have received the
mark of the beast. They will recelve the wrath (judgment) of God. We will learn more about this
judgment in chapter 20. Here we see that they will be tormented in the lake of fire and brimstone.
Brimsgtone isrock that is so hot that the rock has mdted and now runs like water. This judgment will
last forever. Here we see the terrible consequences that are facing dl of those that regject Christ both
now and in the tribulation. Thisjudgment is an eternd judgment.

31. Read Reveation 14:9-20 and write what group is promised blessingsin these verses.

32. Explain what these verses teach about the terrible consequences for dl of those that take the mark
of the beast.

33. Explain why this helps you to redlize the tremendous importance of praying dally for the savation
of relatives, friends and other acquaintances that do not know Chridt.

In contrast to the judgment of those who take the mark of the beadt, we see that those that die for fol-
lowing Chrigt are promised great blessngs. They will have rest from dl of their work. They will dso
receive rewards for the works that they have done. Here we aso see the great contrast between
those who rgect Chrigt and those who receive Him. While the saints will recelve a greet reward,
those who refuse to follow Chrigt will be judged. We see that Chrigt will come with asharp sickleto
bring judgment on al of those that rgject Him.

34. Read Revelation 14:9-20 and write what an angel tells Chrigt to do with the sickle,

35. Explain why Chrigt chooses to reward the works of dl those thet follow Him.

36. Explain why you are thankful for the fact that you can look forward to recelving areward from
Chrigt.

This passage gives us a picture of the coming judgment of those on the earth that are in rebellion

againg Christ. They will be judged in the battle that will bring an end to the saven years of judgment.
This battle is cdled the battle of Armageddon because it will happen in the Vdley of Armageddon.
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Chrigt will use His sickle to kill those that are coming againgt the nation of I1sragl to try and destroy that
nation. We see that the judgment that Christ bringswill be just like a person usng asickleto harvest a
crop that isripe. These people will be ripe for judgment because of their continued rebellion against
Chrigt.

37. Read Revelation 14:9-20 and write what will be on the head of the Son of Man when He comes.
38. Explain why Chrigt is going to bring this judgment on the people of the earth when He comes.

39. Explain why you believe that Chrigt is doing what is right when He brings this judgment againgt
those who continue in rebellion.

We see that the people on the earth will be like abunch of grapesthat are completely ripe. Here we
see that their sins have increased to the point where God will wait no longer to judge them. God has
waited long enough and the day of judgment has come for the people on the earth. People are going
to fed that judgment when God shows His wrath and anger againgt Sin. Their blood will flow out of
them just like wine flowing out of awinepress when the grapes are squeezed. There will be blood Al
over the Valey of Armageddon.

40. Read Reveation 14:9-20 and write how deep the blood will be.

41. Explain how these verses show us thet the people that will be killed in this judgment will be avery
large number.

42. Explain why you think that God has st the time when judgment will come and at that day will say
that He will wait no longer.

Now reread Revelation 13:1-14:20 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned
from these chapters today.
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Survey of Revelation
Lesson 7
Revedation 15:1-16:21

Today we will learn about the bowl judgments that God will bring on the earth. The seven sedl judg-
ments were very bad. The seven trumpet judgments were even worse. We did not even find out
about the seven thunders. However, we see that the bowl judgments are worse than any of the other
judgments that will happen during the tribulation. Although these judgments are very terrible, they will
not cause people to turn to Chrit. Instead people will be filled with hate for God and will spesak evil
things about Him. Here again we see ared picture of the rebellion of mankind againgt God and
agang everything that He teaches.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be adle to:

Tel what will be happening to those who stand for God.

Explain what will be happening in each of the bowl judgments.

Explain why thislast series of judgmentswill be the worst of dl of the judgmentsthat ~ will
come on the earth during the tribulation.

While the people that are on the earth are in totd rebellion againgt God, we see that a very different
thing is happening to those who have been killed because they were faithful and stood for God. Be-
fore we find out about those who have been killed for God, we see that God sends seven angels hav-
ing the seven last plagues that will come on the earth. These are cdlled the bowl or vid judgments. As
John sees these angels coming, John aso sees another group of people. This group of peopleis
anging. Ther song isasong of joy.

1. Read Reveation 15:1-8 and write what there people are caled.

2. Explain why we read that the seven last plagues are filled with the wrath of God that He is bringing
on the earth.

3. Explain why you think that God shows that He will complete His work on judgment on the people
of the earth.

We see a beautiful picturein this chapter. The beast (antichrist) will think that he has gained the victory
over the people of God when he kills them. Here we see that the people of God are the one that gain
thered victory. They do not fdl into Sin by worshiping the beest or hisimage. They refuse to take his
mark or have his number written on their hand or their forehead. Instead they aretrueto God. Asa
result, many of them will be killed by the antichrist. However, we see here that they have victory by
their deeth. Here we see an important lesson for our own lives. We will have victory as we stand for
Chrig. Infact wewill have victory even if we arekilled for Chrigt.

4. Read Reveation 15:1-8 and write what songs these people will sng asthey give praise to the Lord.
5. Explain why it is possible for those that follow the Lord to have victory even when they are put to
deeth for their faith.

6. Explain why you think that God will give this great group of tribulation saints the opportunity to Sng
thelr praisesto God.
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Here we see that these people will be anging two songs. The first song is the son of Mosesthat is
givenin Exodus 15:1-21. Thisisasong of victory by the people of God. It isbeing sung because
God has given victory over the enemies of those that worship God. Although God has not completed
Hisjudgment of those thet are till on the earth, those who have died for God see that the victory will
soon be complete. They know that God will complete His plan of judging sinful man. They can see
that the plan of God will be completed very soon. Asaresult, they are filled with joy.

7. Read Revelation 15:1-8 and write how these people will describe the works of God.

8. Explain why these people will be filled with joy even though God has not yet completed His judg-
ments.

9. Explain why you and | should befilled with joy just as these people will befilled with joy.

In the song of the Lamb, these people mention that al nations will come and worship Chrigt. Herewe
see that these people sing firgt of the judgment of those who arein rebdlion againgt God. Then they
ang of thefact that Chrigt isgoing to rule the nations. They are now eagerly looking forward to the
time when Chrigt will return to rule the earth for one thousand years. These saintsredize that Chrigt
will begin to rule as soon as He completes His judgment of the rebellious people that are on the earth.
They rgoice because Chrigt is holy.

10. Read Revedation 15:1-8 and write from where the seven angels with the final saven judgments will
come.

11. Explain why those who will be killed in the tribulation will be filled with joy asthey sng of the com-
ing of Chrig to rule.

12. Explain why you are dso filled with joy when you think about the fact that soon Christ will rule the
earth.

In the Old Testament, the tabernacle was the holy place. It was the place where the sins of mankind
were covered with blood. Here we are reminded that God must judge sin because He is holy and
cannot look a an. Thisisthe reason that God sends out these angdl s that have the seven find judg-
ments. The wrath or judgment of God against Sn must be completed. Today thisisared warning to
people that think that God does not care if they continueto livein sin. Because God isaholy God, He
cannot look with favor & sn and mugt judge sin.

13. Read Revelaion 15:1-8 and write what these versestdl uswill fill the temple of God in that day.
14. Explain what these verses teach about the reason why God must judge sin and not just ignoreit.
15. Explain why it isimportant to you to know that God is aholy God but so aloving God thet ac-
cepts Chridt’s payment for our sin when we place our trust in Him.

Now we come to the find seven judgments caled the bowl (vid) judgments. We see that the first
judgment isavery painful sore. The pain from this judgment continues while the other judgments are
happening. The sores of thisjudgment are so painful that people are il curang God for the sores
when we come to the fifth bowl judgment. Notice, however, that this judgment only happensto those
who have the mark of the beast (the antichrist) and worship hisimage. Just as God protected the chil-
dren of Israel from the terrible plagues of Egypt, God now protects His saints from the terrible pain of
these sores.
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16. Read Revelation 16:1-9 and write where the second angel poured out his judgment.

17. Explain why God will make a distinction between those who have the mark of the beast and those
who do not in this judgment.

18. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life from the fact that God only brings this judgment
on those who reject Christ.

Earlier we read about God judging the sea and destroying one-third of dl that wasin the sea. Herewe
see that thisjudgment is much greater. In this judgment we see that dl of the seas and the oceans of
the world become like the blood of adead man. Asareault, every single thing that livesin the seesor
the oceans will bekilled. Not even asingle fishisleft inthe oceans. The amdll of these dead fish and
other sea crestures will be very terrible. However, that will not change the sinful people of the world
ather. We dso seetha God will immediatdy send another judgment.

19. Read Revdation 16:1-9 and write what happensin the third bowl judgment.

20. Explain why God chooses to judge the people of the earth by turning the oceans and the seasto
blood.

21. Explain why you think that the smell of the oceans and the dead sea creatures will ill not turn
people to God.

In the third judgment we see that God also turns al of the fresh water to blood. People will not be
able to find any good water. God saysthat He will cause the water to turn to blood to judge the peo-
ple that shed the blood of the saints that spoke for God. We have seen that the people will kill many
of the saints and prophets of God during the tribulation. Now we see that God turns the water to
blood and gives the people of the earth the judgment that they deserve. Here we see that the judg-
ments of God are true and righteous.

22. Read Revdation 16:1-9 and write what will happen in the fourth bowl judgment.

23. Explain why God chooses to judge the shedding of the blood of the saints by turning the water to
blood.

24. Explain why you think that God will make this judgment fit the Sin that has been committed by the
shedding of the blood of the saints.

In this fourth bowl judgment, we see that God will use the sun to judge the people of the earth. The
sun will become o hot that people will recaive great and painful burnsfrom it. Instead of turning to
God, these people will spesk againg God. They will blame Him for al of the things that are happening
to them. They will refuse to admit that they are being judged for their own sin. Here we see that peo-
ple will blame God when they are being judged for their own sins. They will not admit that they are
wrong.

25. Read Reveddion 16:10-21 and write where the fifth angd will pour out his bowl of judgment.

26. Explain why people are quick to blame God when they are actualy being judged for their own sin.
27. Explain what lessons you learn from these first four bowl judgments.

In the fifth judgment, we see that this judgment is againg the throne of the beest (the antichrist). Heis
judged with agreat darkness. This darkness will kegp him from completing his plan to destroy dl of
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those that do not worship him. At the same time these people will be biting their tongues because of
the great pain that they have from the previous judgments. They will dso curse God and speek againgt
Him because of the pain and the sores that they have on their bodies. However, they will not repent
and turn from their gn.

28. Read Revdation 16:10-21 and write what happens in the sixth judgment.

29. Explain how people will continue to rgect God and blaspheme Him ingtead of turning to Him.

30. Explain why you think thet that those who reject Chrigt will till blame and curse God even in their
uffering.

We seethat God is making dl things ready for the great battle where He will destroy the great armies
that are trying to destroy those who worship God. We see that the kings of the east will prepare to
come and fight againgt Israel. Now we see that God dries up the Euphrates River o that thereis
nothing in the way to stop their armies. Here we see that God isthe Onethat is actudly in control
even when people think that that they can defeat God and those who follow Him.

31. Read Revdation 16:10-21 and write what comes out of the mouths of the dragon, the beast and
the prophet.

32. Explain what this judgment teaches about the fact that God is dlowing people to come againg Is-
rael S0 that they can receive the judgment that He has prepared for them.

33. Explain why you know that God is working through the events that will be happening on the earth
to bring judgment to those that are in rebdlion againg Him.

The undean spirits are actudly demons. They will be able to do great miracles. They will go out to
get the kings of the entire world to come to fight againgt the nation of Isradl and againgt God. These
kings and their armies will gather in the vdley cdled Armageddon. Here we see a beautiful picture of
the way that God works al things according to His plan. The devil thinks that he can defest God. He
sends His demons out to persuade the people. The evil people think that they can continue their rebel-
lion against God and destroy His people. All of the armies of the world will come againgt the people
of God. Thisthen makesit easy for God to complete His plan to judge sinful mankind and complete
His plan.

34. Read Revdation 16:10-21 and write what the voice from the throne of God says when the seventh
angd pours out his bowl of wrath.

35. Explain why the devil thinks that he can defeat God and uses his demons to gather the people to-
gether againgt God.

36. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life from these verses that show the judgment of God
agang gan.

We see that God brings the final bowl judgment. In this judgment we see that God brings great de-
gruction throughout the earth. God uses a great earthquake to bring this judgment. This earthquake
will destroy one-third of the city of Jerusalem. It will destroy many other cities throughout the world.
It will cause dl of theidands and mountains to disappear. Today one of the things that people fear
more than anything seis an earthquake. Y et the earthquakes that we have only move the land afew
feet. The great earthquake that we see here will completely remove the mountains and the idands.
Here we see a tremendous picture of the power of God.
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37. Read Revdation 16:10-21 and write what place will be judged.
38. Explain how this great earthquake will judge the cities of the world and their rebdlion againgt God.
39. Explain why you think that God will focus this judgment on the cities of the nations of the world.

Babylon was the city and country that originaly destroyed the city of Jerusdem nearly six hundred
years before Christ. Luke 21:24 saysthat the times of the Gentiles began when Babylon destroyed
Jerusdlem. Today we see that the Gentiles are till in control. However, God has promised to bring
an end to the times of the Gentiles. That iswhat we will see happen in this and the following chapters.
In chapters 17 and 18 we will see that Babylon is used for more than just the origind city. Itisaso
used to speak of the powersthat arein rebelion againgt God. We aso read that God will send great
hail stones as a part of thisjudgment.

40. Read Revdation 16:10-21 and write what people will do because of the hall.

41. Explain what these verses teach about the way that God will judge the people for their sn and re-
bdlion agangt Him.

42. Explain why you think that people will continue to blaspheme God instead of repent even when
they see the greatness of the power of God.

Now reread Revelation 15:1-16:21 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned
from these chapters.
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Survey of Revelation
Lesson 8
Revdation 17:1-18:24

Today we will be studying about the destruction of Babylon. Many people who do not understand the
Word of God wonder who the Bible is speaking about when it speaks about Babylon and the destruc-
tion of Babylon. That is one of the things that we will learn today. Aswe study the entire Bible, we
see that God sometimes used Babylon to give a picture of a greater power than just the city or the na-
tion of Babylon. InIsaiah 14 God uses Babylon to give us apicture of the pride and judgment of Sa-
tan. In| Peter 5:13 Babylon is used to speek of the city of Rome that was showing its rebellion against
God by killing many Chridians.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
times you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Explan who Babylonis.

Tdl how Chrig will havevictory.

Explain what will hgppen when Babylon fdls.

Aswe begin our study today, we learn about a harlot (whore) riding the beast. We have dready seen
that the beast is the antichrist that will work to destroy dl those that worship God. A harlot is one that
has been unfaithful. We dso seethat this harlot spesks blasphemy againgt God. Here we see that the
harlot is used to describe the religious people that have rebelled againgt God. They are religious but
they arefilled with hate for Christ. Today we have many people that are very religious but they totdly
reject the fact that Chrigt paid the pendlty for their sn. Here we see that the number of people that are
religious but that rgect Christ will continue to increase.

1. Read Revelation 17:1-6 and write who has committed fornication with the harlot.

2. Explain why the fact that many rdigious people are depending on their own works ingtead of plac-
ing their faith in Chrigt causes them to hate Chrigt.

3. Explanwhy it isimportant to you in your own life to be able to clearly explain the difference be-
tween being reigious and placing our faith in Chrig.

Here we see that the religious people will join with the rulers of the earth to do evil. There are many
people that have made guesses about who these religious people are. Some have suggested that this
group of religious people may be a particular religious group. Othersthink that it might be a combina:
tion of al of the churches that have turned away from following Christ and have depended on their
ownworks. Still othersthink that this may refer to dl of those of any religion in the world. Any group
of religious leaders that would be worldwide would be very powerful and could be the harlot thet is
described in these verses.

4. Read Revedation 17:1-6 and write what will cause the harlot (the religious people) to become
drunk.

5. Explain why reigions with their emphasis on their own works will aways be with the group that are
againg Chrigt.
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6. Explain why you think that people that have areligion that is based on works have a hard time ac-
cepting the fact that that they will only be saved from their sin by grace through faith.

Here we see that the rdigious groups will try to destroy those who follow Christ during the tribulation.
Ever since Cain, it has dways been the religious people of the world that have tried to destroy those
that worship God. Religious people are depending on their own worksto get them to heaven. That is
actudly the reason why they hate Christ. God saysthat our own works are like filthy rags. Just like
Cain, religious people think that their own works are good enough and they do not want to accept the
fact that they can do nothing through their own efforts to be right with God. God says that works are
worth nothing and that al people must accept the fact that the blood of Chrit isthe only payment for
their an.

7. Read Revdation 17:1-6 and write what was written on the forehead of this woman that picturesthe
religions of the world.

8. Explain why the religious people of the world will try to destroy those that have followed Christ
during the tribulation.

9. Explan why you think that organized religion will show its rebdlion againg Chrig by trying to kill dl
those that follow Chrigt.

The harlot has written on her head the fact that she is Babylon. Thisisrdigious Babylon. We have
seen that religious Babylon spesaks of the organized religions of the world that will fight againgt Christ
during the tribulation. We now see that the woman (rligious Babylon) sits on the seven heads of the
beast. We are a0 told that these heads are mountains. Through the years Rome has been known as
the city that Sts on seven mountains. Thiswould indicate that the organized religions will have their
headquartersin the city of Rome. An interesting fact that might be of interest isthat the favorite daugh-
ter of Mohammed was Fatima which might be why there is growing cooperation between various
world religions.

10. Read Revelation 17:7-18 and write what the ten horns picture.

11. Explain why the various rdigions of the world will join together to fight againgt Chridt.

12. Explain why you think that this organization of world rdigions will make its headquartersin the city
of seven mountains.

The beagt (antichrist) will have ten kings that will join with him. He will give them power to rule for a
littte while. Thisgroup of ten kingsis actudly apoliticd aliance of powerful rulers. They will actualy
be under the control of the antichrist even though they will be given power to rule. These ten kings will
al think the way that the antichrist wants them to think. They will use their strength and power to help
the antichrist. These ten kings will join with the antichrist to make war againgt Christ. We see that
both the politica and religious leaderswill join to fight againgt Christ. However, Chrigt will win the vic-
tory over them. Christ will do this because He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

13. Read Reveation 17:7-18 and write what the waters are upon which the harlot will be Stting.

14. Explain why the antichrist will decelve both religious and political leadersin order to expand his
power.

15. Explain why you redlize thet the one that isredly in control of dl those againg Chrigt isactudly Sa-
tan.
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This great group of people that will be included in this group of religious people will be peoples and
multitudes and nations and tongues. Here we see that the people who follow organized religion will
include people from many different groups. However, the organized religions will only have power as
long as the antichrigt dlows them to have power. Then the ten kings that follow the antichrist will de-
groy the organized rdigions. Thiswill happen because the antichrist wants everyone to worship him.
He wants the religious |eaders desiroyed so that al people will worship hisimeage insteed.

16. Read Revelation 17:7-18 and write why God causes the ten kings to destroy the leaders of orga
nized reigion.

17. Explain why the antichrist and the palitica leaders thet follow the antichrist will actudly hate the
leaders of organized rdigion.

18. Explain why you think that the Lord will use the politica powers to destroy the religious powers
that have been organized againg Christ.

We are reminded again that God controls al things. The ten kingswill only be concerned about getting
the people to worship the antichrist. However, as aresult, they will destroy the organized religions of
theworld. God will cause this to happen to judge the false religious systems and |eaders because they
have killed many people that were true worshipers of God. We know that God will dways judge
those who are in rebellion against Him and persecute those that are Chrigtians.

19. Read Reveldion 17:7-18 and write why God will put it in the heart of these ten kings to give their
kingdoms to the beast (antichrist).

20. Explain how these verses show that God is working to complete His plan even through those that
totdly rgect Him.

21. Explain what you learn about the harlot (organized rdligion) from these verses.

We have seen the judgment of rdigious Babylon (organized religion) in chapter seventeen. Now we
go on to read about other parts of Babylon that will be judged. We see that Babylon has become a
place where many demons live. These chapters show us that the nations of the earth will be joined
with Babylon in spesking against God. The people have dso grown rich because of Babylon. Here
we see that Babylon isnot just ardigious system. It isaso abusiness and commercid system. This
means that it dso involves an actud city or cities.

22. Read Reveation 18:1-8 and write what God tells His people.

23. Explain what these verses mean when they say that Babylon has become a place where many
demonslive.

24. Explain why you think that the Lord is talking about an actud city or citiesin addition to the rdli-
gious system when He talks about Babylon.

These verses give awarning to those who worship God. They are to separate themsalves and stand
firmly for God and not compromise with those that are fighting againgt God. Thisisawarning to those
who will turn to Chrigt during the tribulation. They will need to separate themsaves from Babylon and
al that it sands for so they will not be judged when Babylon is destroyed. Of coursethisisaso an
important warning for ustoday. Today we have many Chrigians that live the way that the world lives
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ingtead of living for Christ. Asaresult, the people of the world do not listen when such Chrigtians do
speak for Christ because they can see no difference.

25. Read Revelation 18:1-8 and write how quickly Babylon will be destroyed.

26. Explain why bdieversin the tribulation are warned to come out of Babylon beforeit is destroyed.
27. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life about the danger that Christians today face when
they try to compromise with the world.

Throughout this chapter we see that the emphagisis on the destruction of the city of Babylon. Herewe
seethat this greet rdigious, political and commercid power called Babylon will be destroyed in one
day. Therewill be desth and great mourning. First there will come a great famine and people will not
have enough to eat. Then God will completely destroy Babylon with fire on the day that He chooses
to bring judgment. Here we see that the judgment for the sins of Babylon will cause much deeth and
great sorrow.

28. Read Revdation 18:1-8 and write why God will be able to bring such a complete judgment on
Babylon in one day.

29. Explain why God will bring such great judgment againgt both the city of Babylon and dso the rdli-
gious, political and commercia powers associated with Babylon.

30. Explain why you think that God will show His power againg the city of Babylon and its system by
completely destroying it in one day.

When the earth sees that Babylon has been judged by God, there will be great sorrow because of that
judgment. There will be severa reasons for the sorrow of the people on the earth. There will be sor-
row because of fear. When people see the judgment of others, they areimmediately afraid for their
own lives. However, we dso see that the people that buy and sdll will be filled with sorrow because
they can no longer sdll their goods to the people that have been killed. Here we see that alove of
money and the things that it can buy are apart of the fase worship of those that have not trusted
Chrigt.

31. Read Reveation 18:9-24 and write what the merchants will be doing as they see the judgment of
Babylon.

32. Explain why people are filled with sorrow when their money or possessions are destroyed when
their focusis on the things of this world.

33. Explain how this helps you to understand the meaning of | Timothy 6:10 when it saysthat the love
of money isaroot of al sorts of evil.

The merchants will not be crying because of their sadness to see that the people of the city of Babylon
killed. They will be sad to see so much money and other riches wasted. Here we see ared picture of
the vaues of people without Christ. They are more concerned about money than they are about peo-
ple. Such people will do anything to get what they want. Asthe people of the world look at the judg-
ment of Babylon, they will be talking about the possessions that these people had instead of having a
concern about the people that were destroyed.

34. Read Revelation 18:9-24 and write what other group of people will be sad because Babylon is
destroyed.
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35. Explain what these verses show about the fact that many people are more concerned about pos-
sessions than they are about people.

36. Explain why you think that there are many people today who have the kind of attitudes that are
shown in these verses.

We as0 see that the people that work with boats and ships will be sad when they see that Babylon has
been destroyed. Asthey look at the destruction, they will think about the fact that they became rich by
carrying the possessions of those that were destroyed. Here we see that these people will only be
thinking about themsalves and their riches. They will not redly be concerned about the people that
have been judged. Again we see these same attitudes in the world today.

37. Read Reveation 18:9-24 and write what will happen in heaven when Babylon is destroyed.

38. Explain why the people of the world are not redly concerned when they see the judgment of oth-
ers.

39. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life about the importance of you being concerned for
the spiritua needs of those that are facing judgment.

Although the earth will be in sorrow a the judgment of Babylon, heaven will be filled with rgoicing
when God judges Babylon. Thisrgoicing will come from the angelsin heaven. The angdswill bere-
joicing because God has judged those who killed the prophets and the saints. Here we see again that
God isaholy God and must judge sin. Because the people of Babylon rgected Christ and His pay-
ment for their Sins, it is necessary for God to judge them.

40. Read Revelation 18:9-24 and write how the nations have been deceived.

41. Explain why it isright for aholy God to bring judgment on Babylon and the sins that will be a part
of Babylon.

42. Explain why you think that God is ajust God when He judges those that have killed His prophets
and saints.

Now reread Revelation 17:1-18:24 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned
from these chapters.
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Survey of Revelation
Lesson 9
Revedation 19:1-20:15

Today we will be studying about the things that will happen at the end of the tribulation. The churchis
cdled the bride of Christ severd placesin the New Testament. Today we will learn about the mar-
riage supper of Chrigt. Thiswill help us understand what is happening with the church in heaven while
the tribulation is happening on the earth. We will aso learn more about the battle of Armageddon.
We will have the opportunity to learn alittle aout the time when Chrigt will rule on the earth for one
thousand years. Then we will learn about the fina judgment of dl those that have faled to place their
trust in Christ.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete thislesson, you should be adle to:

Tell what we learn about the marriage supper of Chrigt.

Explain the judgment that will happen in the baitle of Armageddon.

Explain what will happen when Chrigt rules the earth for one thousand years.

Tdl what you learn about the fina judgment.

Aswe come to the last part of the time of the tribulation on the earth, we see that there is greet regjoic-
ing in heaven. Thereisgreat joy in heaven for severd reasons. Thefirgt reason for rgoicing isfor the
fact that the judgments of God are true and righteous. His judgments are true because He knows the
thoughts of people aswdll astheir actions. His judgments are right because He judges those who re-
jected the payment of Christ for their Sins. The angels are aso rejoicing because Christ has judged
those religious people that were persecuting the followers of Chrigt.

1. Read Revdation 19:1-10 and write who fals down and worships God.

2. Explain what these verses teach about the fact that those in heaven will be rgoicing because the
judgments of God are true and righteous.

3. Explain why you are thankful in your own life to know that the judgments of God are true and right
teous.

We see a beautiful picture of the saints worshiping God in this passage. They are dl spesking praises
to God as they worship Him. This great group in heaven will say that the Lord God omnipotent rules.
Omnipotent means that God isthe Onethat has al power. Because God has al power, He rules over
al things. Here we see that agreat group of people is speaking these praisesto God. They will be
gpesking o loudly that it will sound like thunder. It will be atime of grest rgoicing in heaven asthe
saints worship God.
4. Read Revelation 19:1-10 and write whose marriage is mentioned.
5. Explain what these verses teach about the meaning of true worship of God.
6. Explain why it isimportant to you to know that God is the One who has dl power and rules over dl
things.
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In these verses we see the marriage of Christ to Hisbride. In Ephesians 5 we read that the churchis
the bride of Christ. Here we see that the church is dressed in white robes. These robes are their good
works. Our works cannot remove our Sins. The blood of Christ was necessary to remove our Sins.
However, as Chrigtians, Christ looks at our works and sees them as beautiful white robes. We dso
read that there are guestsinvited to the marriage of Christ and the church. These guests are those who
worship God but are not apart of the church. The church includes dl of the saints from the day of
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came to the day of the rapture when Chrigt takes the saints to heaven.
7. Read Reveation 19:1-10 and write who John was told to worship.

8. Explain what these verses teach about the marriage of Christ and the church.

9. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that as a Chrigian you are a part of the
bride of Christ.

Following the great marriage supper, Chrigt will return to the earth. However, thistime Heis not com-
ing as Savior. Ingtead He will be coming asthe judge. Christ will make war againgt those who are
coming to fight againgt Israel. As Christ comes, His clothes have aready been dipped in blood. When
Chrigt comes, the saints will be following Him. As Christ comes, He comes with asword. We reed
that He will use this sword to judge the nations. Here we see the fact emphasized again that Christ will
come as a judge to judge the people on the earth.

10. Read Reveation 19:11-21 and write what the angdl tells the birds (fowls) to do.

11. Explain the difference between the first coming of Christ as Savior and His Second Coming as
Judge.

12. Explain why you are thankful that you will not have to face Chrigt as Judge because you accepted
him as your Savior.

These verses go on to tell usalittle more about the battle that will be fought in the Vdley of Armaged-
don. Welearned earlier that o many people will be killed that the blood will be as high asthe bridle
of ahorse. Here we see that the birds are going to et the bodies of those that are killed by Christ.
These birds will eat the flesh of dl the people whether those people are free or controlled by someone
ese. They will eat the flesh of those who are important and the flesh of those that are not important.
13. Read Revdation 19:11-21 and write who will be gathered together to fight against Chridt.

14. Explain what these verses teach about the completeness of this physical judgment of the armies
that are againgt Chridt.

15. Explain why you think that God will use the birds of the air to eat of the flesh of those that will be
killed by Chridt.

These verses show usthat there will be a great army gathered together againgt Christ. The beast
(antichrist) will bethe leader of this great amy. All of the kings of the earth will be following the an-
tichrist. Theantichrist will dso contral dl of their armies. All of these aramies will be gathered together
to fight againgt Israel when Chrigt returns. Instead of fighting Isradl, Chrigt will be the One that fights
againg them. In addition to this great army being destroyed, the antichrist and the false prophet that
got men to worship the antichrist will both be captured by Chrigt.
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16. Read Revdation 19:11-21 and write what Christ will do with the beast (antichrist) and the fase
prophet when He captures them.

17. Explain what these verses teach about the immediate judgment of the antichrist and the false
prophet when Christ defeats them.

18. Explain why you redize that it isright and just for Chrigt to destroy this grest army thet is against
Him.

We see that the antichrist and his false prophet will be sent to the lake of fire before any others are sent
there. We will seein the next chapter that Satan and dl those that have failed to follow Christ will be
sent to the lake of fire and brimstone (rocks that are so hot that they melt and run like water) one thou-
sand yearslater. Christ will destroy dl of the kings, their armies and the people that follow them.
None of those who rgect Chrigt will escape. Here we see the difference between Christ coming asa
Savior in Hisfirst coming and His come as Judge in His Second Coming.

19. Read Revelation 19:11-21 and write where the sword of Chrigt is.

20. Explain what these verses teach about the battle that will happen in the Valey of Armageddon
when Chrigt returns to the earth.

21. Explain what lessons you have learned for your own understanding about the Second Coming of
Chrigt.

After Chrigt destroys dl those who are in rebellion againgt Him, He will send an angel to chain Satan.
Thisangd will chain Satan and put him in the bottomless pit for one thousand years. Here we see that
Chrigt isgoing to be the ruler on the earth during that thousand years. While Chrigt isruling on the
earth, Satan will not be able to tempt people to sin. However, at the end of the thousand years, Satan
will be dlowed to go out and tempt people again for alittle while.

22. Read Revdation 20:1-9 and write what will happen to those who are killed for Christ during the
tribulation.

23. Explain why Satan will be put in chains in the bottomless pit for the thousand years that Chrigt is
ruling on the earth.

24. Explain how you think the people on the earth will act when Satan is not able to tempt them to sin.

Here we see that when Chrigt returns to the earth and judges those that have rebelled againgt Him, He
will dso raise from the dead those who will be killed for serving Chrigt during the tribulation. How-
ever, the dead that rebdled againgt Christ will not be raised in this resurrection. Only those who wor-
shiped Chrigt will be raised in this resurrection. Those who are raised in this resurrection will not need
to worry about the second desth. The second degth is eterna separation from God in the lake of fire
and brimstone. Instead of having afear of the second death, those that are raised in this resurrection
will be priests of God and will rule with Chrigt.

25. Read Revelation 20:1-9 and write what will happen to Satan at the end of the thousand years.

26. Explain why those who are killed for following Chrigt during the tribulation can look forward to rul-
ing with Chrigt during the thousand years.

27. Explain why you are thankful that you and dl Christians do not need to worry about the second
death.
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Satan will make hisfind effort to have victory over Christ when heis loosed from the bottomless pit
for ashort time. During the thousand years when Chrigt is ruling on the earth, there will be many peo-
ple born. Each of these people must also decide for themsaves whether they want to follow Chrigt.
When Satan is set |oose, he will go out and deceive dl of those who do not follow Christ. He will leed
themin afind rebdlion againgt Chrigt. There will be agreat group of people that will follow Satan.
They will come and surround the city of Jerusdlem in an effort to destroy Christ. God will send fire
from heaven to destroy them.

28. Read Reveation 20:1-9 and write the number of people that will follow Satan in thisfina rebelion.
29. Explain what these verses teach about the find effort of Satan to deceive people and lead them in
rebdlion againg Chridt.

30. Explain how these verses show you that the god of Satan is awaysto sted, to kill and destroy as
John 10:10 says.

Aswe cometo thefind part of this chapter, we come to the find judgment of al those that have failed
to follow Chrigt. First we read about the final judgment of Satan. He will be cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone with the beast and the false prophet. There he will burn forever and ever. Here we see
that those that are sent to the lake of fire and brimstone will never be able to escape. They will suffer
there forever and will be eternaly separated from God. They will have great torment and suffering for
dl eternity in the lake of fire.

31. Read Revelation 20:10-15 and write what kind of athrone Christ will st on when he judges those
who falled to follow Him.

32. Explain what these verses teach about the eterna judgment of Satan when God judges him.

33. Explain why you are thankful that you do not need to be afraid of this eternd judgment in your own
life

Wereed that dl of the dead will beraised to be judged. Thiswill include those who are important as
well as those who were amost unknown. Every person that faled to follow Christ will be raised to
stand before God at this judgment that is often called the Great White Throne judgment. When God
judges anful people, He will have two kinds of booksin front of Him. Thefirst book is the book of
life. Init arewritten dl of the names of those who have placed their faith in the payment that Christ
meade for their an. At thisjudgment God will show each person that his or her name is not written in
the book of life,

34. Read Revdation 20:10-15 and write what is written in the other books,

35. Explain why every person whose nameis written in the book of life does not have to fear the Greet
White Throne judgment.

36. Explain why you are thankful that Christ wrote you name in the book of life at the moment you
placed your trust in Chrigt.

God has kept books that have a complete record of every sin that people who have rgected Christ
have committed. In case any person would try to say that he or she haslived agood life, these books
of thar lives will be read o that dl can hear. Those who think that they have good lives will be shown
how evil and sinful they are. There will be no way for those who failed to follow Chrigt to escgpe this
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judgment. God will raise their bodies from the ocean, the land, or wherever else their bodies are.

37. Read Reveation 20:10-15 and write how people will be judged at thisfina judgment as they stand
before God.

38. Explain what these verses teach you about the find judgment that will be experienced by every
person thet failed to place hisor her trust in Chridt.

39. Explain how you think people will respond when they see dl of the Snsthat are written in the
books about them.

We read that the lake of fireis called the second desth. We see that this|ake of fire and brimstone will
be the place where dl of those who failed to follow Christ will exist forever. There will be no escape.
Brimstone is melted rock. This meansthat it is severa thousand degrees hot. It takes a very hot tem-
perature to melt rock. However, this great heat will not kill the people in the lake of fire. Instead they
will continue to exist forever in great pain. In addition to the grest pain of the lake of fire, the second
death aso means that those that are there are eterndlly separated from God and from dl of those who
placed their trust in Chridt.

40. Read Reveation 20:10-15 and write who will be cast into the lake of fire.

41. Explain why eterna separation from God is a part of the suffering that these people will experience
for dl eternity.

42. Explain why understanding this eterna judgment that faces your rdatives and friends that never
place ther trust in Christ gives you an even gregter desire to tell them how they can have forgiveness of
gnsand receive eternd life.

Now reread Revelation 19:1-20:15 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned
from these chapters.
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Survey of Revelation
Lesson 10
Revedation 21:1-22:21

Aswe come to the find lesson in our study of the book of Revelation, we see thet the find two chap-
terstalk about what will happen after the judgment. Now we are going to find out what will happen to
those that have followed God and placed their trust in the payment for sin that Christ provided. Here
we have a beautiful picture of heaven. It issowonderful to see alittle picture of the grestness of
heaven that we will enjoy with Chrigt forever. Aswe come to the end of the book of Revelation, we
have a promise to those that are Chrigtians and awarning to those that are not Chrigtians. Christ says,
“Surely, | come quickly.”

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be adle to:

Tel what will pass avay when we get to heaven.

Tdl alittle about what heaven will be like.

Explain what we read about the tree of life.

Tdl what you learn from the findl message of the Bible.

During our study of the book of Revelation, we have been studying the judgment of the nations. In our
last lesson we learned about the find judgment of Satan and dl of those that failed to follow Chrigt.
Today we turn from the judgments to the wonderful blessings that are promised to dl of those that fal-
low Christ. Aswe begin our study today, we see that there will be a new heaven and a new earth.
Thefirst heaven and thefirst earth will be gone and there will be no more sea. 11 Peter 3:13 tellsus
that we can look forward to new heavens and a new earth.

1. Read Revelation 21:1-8 and write what John saw coming down out of heaven.

2. Explain why there isaneed for new heavens and a new earth that have not been corrupted by sin.
3. Explain why you are looking forward to the privilege of enjoying the new heavens and the new
earth for dl eternity.

Here we see that God has prepared a beautiful city for dl those that have followed Christ. This New
Jerusalem is the place where God will live with people for al eternity. This city will be different from
any other city that has ever existed. God will aso remove the tears from the eyes of every person.
There will be no more desth, sorrow, crying or pain. Christ will make everything new. Heisthe One
that isthe Alpha (the first) and the Omega (the last). He gives dl that are in the New Jerusdem the
privilege of drinking of the water of life without any cost. Here we seethat Chrigt will share dl of His
blessngs and riches with those that have followed Him.

4. Read Revelation 21:1-8 and write who will inherit dl things.

5. Explain what these verses teach about the fact that we will never have anything that brings sorrow
throughout eternity.

6. Explain why you are thankful that you can have the privilege of living with God forever in the New
Jerusdlem.
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We see apromise to the faithful that have followed Christ and then we read again about the judgment
of those that have failed to follow Chrigt. Those who live in sin and never follow Chrigt will be sent to
the lake of fireand brimstone.  There they will burn forever. However, those that follow Chrigt are
given awonderful promise. We will inherit al things because we are the children of God. We area
part of Hisfamily. Here we see what awonderful privilege it isto be apart of the family of God. Ro-
mans 8:14-17 tells us that we become heirs of God and joint heirs with Chrigt.

7. Read Revdation 21:1-8 and write what the |ake of fire and brimstoneis caled.

8. Explain why dl of thefollowers of Christ can look forward to sharing the inheritance of Christ for
dl gernity.

9. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to know that you are a part of the family of God.

We go on to read many other wonderful things that we can look forward to in the future. First we are
reminded that as Chrigtians we are the bride of Christ and have now become His wife for dl eternity.
We adso learn more about the New Jerusalem. We see that the city hastwelve gates. These gates are
thetwelvetribes of Isradl. The city dso has twelve foundations. The tweve foundations are the
twelve gpostles. Here we seethat it is emphasized that both the Jews and the church will be together
with Chrig for dl eternity. Thisisawonderful reminder of the promisein Ephesans 2 that Chrigt
broke down the barrier that existed between the Jews and the Gentiles. That barrier is gone forever.
10. Read Reveation 21:9-27 and write how wide the city is.

11. Explain why these verses remind us of the fact that Christ has removed dl barriers between those
that have followed Him.

12. Explain why you are thankful that there will be no barriers between people throughout eternity.

We see that the New Jerusalem is 1500 miles long, 1500 miles wide and 1500 miles high. Itisequa
ondl ddes. Thewadlsof the city are 216 feet thick. We a0 read that the wals, the foundation and
the entire city are made with very expensive stones. The gates of the city are greet pearls. The Streets
of the city are made with gold. We will be able to enjoy the beauty of this city for dl eternity. One
thing that will not be in the New Jerusdem will be atemple. In the Old Testament the temple was
where the people offered sacrifices as a covering for an. Christ was our sacrifice once for dl time. In
the New Jerusalem there will be no sin. God, the Father, and Christ are the ones that we will worship
and there is no need for atemple in order to worship them.

13. Read Revdation 21:9-27 and write what the city will not need.

14. Explain why this city is very different than any other city that has existed on the earth throughout
higory.

15. Explain what you think is the most important thing about this city.

The sun and the moon will not be needed because Chrigt isthe light. Wewill wak in the light that
Chrigt gives. The gates of this city will be open dl of thetime. There will be no need to shut the gates
because there will be no night in the New Jerusdem. There will never be an evil person come into the
city because dl snwill have been judged and dl those with sin will have been cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone. Those whose names are not written in the book of life will never come into this city so
it will be a place where everything is perfect.
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16. Read Revelation 21:9-27 and write what people will bring into this city.

17. Explain what you learn about the New Jerusalem from these verses.

18. Explain why it isimportant to you to know that we will wak in the light that Christ will provide for
dl gernity.

There are dso many other wonderful thingsin the New Jerusdem. Firgt we read that thereisariver of
life. Thisriver comes from the throne of God. It isa pure river and the water that comesfrom it is
clear like crystd. We dso read that the tree of life will be there. When God placed Adam and Evein
the Garden of Eden, He dso placed atree of lifein the garden. Those who ate from it were told that
they would live forever. When Adam and Eve sinned, it was necessary for God to take them out of
the garden so that they would not eat from the tree of life. Otherwise they would have lived in their Sin
forever.

19. Read Revddion 22:1-5 and write how many kinds of fruit the tree of life has.

20. Explain why God actualy showed mercy to Adam and Eve by taking them out of the Garden of
Eden so that they would not eat of the tree of life.

21. Explain why you are thankful that you will be adle to enjoy the fruit of the tree of life for dl eternity.

Thetree of lifeisawonderful tree. 1t hasanew kind of fruit every month. No one will ever become
tired of eating itsfruit. The leaves of the tree of life aso have great power. We read that they are for
the heding of the nations. Here again we see the blessing of God. God has shown His greet love to all
of the nations as well asto the Jews. Through Christ we will also have the privilege of enjoying this
great eternd life in heaven. We see that the curse of sn has been removed and we will be able to en
joy the blessings of heaven forever.

22. Read Revdation 22:1-5 and write who will serve Chrigt in heaven.

23. Explain why it isablessing that God has chosen to provide for the hedling of the nations for eter-
nity.

24. Explain why thislittle look a the New Jerusdem gives you a growing desire to be there with Christ
forever.

We are the servants of Chrigt. 1t will be our privilege to serve Him in heaven. 1t will aso be our privi-
lege to see Chrigt faceto face. There will be no night in heaven. Instead Chrigt will be thelight. We
will rule with Chrig forever and ever. Truly heaven will be awonderful place. We certainly want al of
our family and friends to be with usin heaven. We do not want them to suffer in the lake of fire for-
ever. We have agreat privilege and responghility to tell people how to become Christians now o that
they can enjoy thet eternd life forever.

25. Read Revdation 22:1-5 and write who will reign with God forever and ever.

26. Explain why the grestness of heaven and the terribleness of the lake of fire should cause dl Chris-
tians to want to speak more about Christ to others.

27. Explain why you want to do everything possible to give dl of your relaives and friends the oppor-
tunity to know how to have eternd life.

Aswe come to the fina section of the book of Revedation, we have severd promises and severd
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warnings. Chrigt saysthat the things that are written in this book will happen very soon. Today many
things that are happening in the world show usthat the Lord may comein our lifetime. In fact, Christ
could cometoday. Since Chrigt is coming soon, we should spend out time sharing the Word of God
and not our own ideas. These versestdl usthat we are to keep the Word of God. To keep the
Word of God meansto obey what iswritten init. As James 1:22 tells us we are to obey the Word of
God and not just hear and forget it.

28. Read Revdation 22:6-21 and write why John wastold not to sedl up these words.

29. Explain why Chrigtians are to obey the Word of God as we wait for the coming of Chrigt to take
us to heaven.

30. Explain why you eagerly waiting for Christ to come and take you to heaven so that you can enjoy
fellowship with Him forever.

Thereis not much time for people to follow Chridt. If they do not follow Him now, it will betoo late.
They will suffer in the lake of fire forever because of their an. Those that are right with God will re-
caiveeternd life. They will also receive rewards if they have been faithful in working for Christ. For
the people living today that have not yet become Chrigtians, Christ says, “Come.” He offers the water
of lifeto dl thet will come. Hewill give thiswater of life asafree gift to dl that will acoept it.

31. Read Revdation 22:6-21 and write what God says He will add to any that try to add their words
to the Word of God.

32. Explan why it isimportant that Chrigt is dill inviting people to come to Him in the last chapter of
the Bible.

33. Explain why it isimportant to you in your life to know that Chrigt is dill inviting people to come to
Him for life.

We have area warning to those that would try to add their words to the Word of God. God says that
they will suffer dl of the terrible judgments that are written in thisbook. Today we have many people
and groups that are adding their words to the Word of God. Such groups teach that the words that
their leaders speak are equal with the Word of God. Others teach that the books that their leaders
write are equd with the Bible. All of those that teach such things are facing greet judgment. Because
they have never placed their trust in Chrigt, such false teachers would be left behind if Christ wereto
come today to take the Christians to heaven.

34. Read Revelation 22:6-21 and write what God says about those that take away or deny any part of
the Word of God.

35. Explain why people that make other teachings equd to the Word of God are showing that they
have not placed ther faith and trust in Chrigt.

36. Explan why it isimportant to you in your own life to avoid the teachings of those who say thet thelr
words are equa with the Word of God.

Today we have many rdligious people that are denying part of the Bible. They do not believe every-
thing that the Bible teaches. Some no longer teach that people can only be saved by the blood of
Chrigt. Othersrefuse to believe that Christ rose from the dead. Some say that certain parts of the
Bible are not true. Many of these will deny what the Bible teaches about the creation and the flood.
Others deny the miracles of Chrigt. All of these people will be judged. None of them will receive
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eternd life because they have rgected the Word of God and have refused to follow Chrigt.

37. Read Reveation 22:6-21 and write when John was told that Christ would come.

38. Explain why God gives awarning to al people not to deny that any part of the Bibleistrue.

39. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to avoid listening to teachers that deny the truth
of certain parts of the Bible.

Aswe come to the end of the book of Revelation, Christ tells us again that He will come quickly. To-
day many Chrigtians are living as though they have many yearsto live. They do not seem to be con-
cerned about those that are not Christians. They are not using every opportunity to spesak for Chrigt.
They are not using the gifts that the Holy Spirit has given them to serve Chrigt. Chrit is coming soon.
We do not have many years to serve oursalves insteed of serving Chrigt. We only have a short time
on this earth and we should use that time to serve Chrigt.

40. Read Revdation 22:6-21 and write what John answered when Christ said that He was coming
quickly.

41. Explain why it isimportant for al Christians to make the best possible use of their time as they wait
for the coming of the Lord.

42. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that Christ is coming quickly.

Now reread Revelation 21:1-22:21 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned
from these chapters.
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